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Mr, James Gardiner: An ullimate loss.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
The Couneil's proposal means wriling oft
part of the capital cost, not deferring
rent.

My, Heitmann : It must be paid at the

el of the term.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment does not say so. One conld
understand the proposal if it referred to
land uitimately to be served by railway
communieation,  True, it ineludes sueh
land. but it includes land which, so far
as [ ean see, will permanently he more
than 12 miles from a railway. The land
north of Baandee through the Yorkrakine
district iz 18 miles from a railway, and
it will he many vears before the State
c¢an bmild a line between (he Kastern
gzoldfields and the Dowerin-Merredin
lines. Therefore, this would apply to
all land permanently outside the 12 miles
vadius of a railway.

Mr. Griffiths: Is not thaf more reason
why those people should he assisied?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
ar¢ being assisted hy the reduclion in
the price of their land. The hon. mem-
her might ask why not give them the land
for nolling. An hon, member for popn-
lariiy should not advocate giving away
the Jand, for he has an obligation to the
Siate to see that the people’s heritage
is nol alt-geilier saerificed. The amend-
ment asks {oo great a sacrifice. It does
not limit the exemption to land newly
selected, but applies to all Iand, whereas
the Bill applies to only a portion of the
State.  Further, farmers around Nor-
tham more than 12 miles from a railway.
having paid. say. 15 vears rent, would be
enlitled 1o claim five vears exemption. 1
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

The PREMIER: It is due to the coun-
iry and to myself, as Treasurer. to know
how this will affect the fipances, and T
am not in a position 10 give the informa-
fion. The repricing will mean a loss of
£30,000 to the revenue, and if there is to
be a further imposition we should know

[COUNCIL.)

what it will amount to before aceepiing
the amendment.  Therefore, | suggest
that progress he veported.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reporfed.

Iouse adjourned at 7.47 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 23rd Norember, 1915

Auditor Genernl's Report
Pupers presented.,, 2599
Question : T.and rents, re- purclmsed estates

Bills: Appropriation, re-com, ..599
Supplementary Toan, £1,300, 000 Eu Com 2603
Boad Closure, measage .. 2638

Licensing Act Amendment Coutinvanc e,
wesrage . 38

Bale of Liquor Regulatmn (\u 2,
Agsent to Bills .. .

PRESIDEXT took the Chair at
and read prayers.

The

& pam.,

AUDITOR GENERALS REIPORT.

The PRESIDEXT: I have to report
the receipt of the following leiter from
the Audit Department under date 23rd
Nuvvember, 1915:—

In pursuance of Section 53 of the
Andit Ad, 1904, and  following {lie
procedure adopled last vear. T have the
honour to transmit, for presenlation lo
the Legislative Council, a copy of the
Hon. the Colonial Treasurer’s sinle-
ment of the public aceounls of the
Stale of Western Australia for the
finaneial year ended 301h June, 1915,
together with Part 1. of my report
thereon. Part I1. is in course of jpre-
paration, and will he {ransmitted to
vou at an early dale. T have the hon-
our to be, Sir. vour obedient zervant.
(Sizned) . 8. Toppin, Auwditor (en-
eral.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Public
Works Depariment, report for year ended
30th  June, 1915. 2, Btate Sawmills,
balance sheet for year ended 30th June,
1915. 3, Perth Municipality, amendments
of hy-laws.

QUESTION—LAND RENTS, RE-
PURCIIASED ESTATES.
Hon. W. PATRICK asked the Coloniat
Secretary: [s it the intention ol the Guv-
ernment to introduce a Bill early next
session lo assist the seitlers holding land
subjeci {0 econditions embodied in the
Agriculiural Land Purchase Ael, 19097
The COLONTAIL SECRETARY re-
phied: Cabinet will take an early oppor-
tunily of considering the question.

BILL—APPROPRTATION.

Recommittal,

Resumed  from the 17th November;
Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair, the Col-
onial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Schedule ID:

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: When pro-
gress waus reported on this schedule I was
under the impression that the intention
was that the Supplementary Loan Bill
should Dbe first dealt with, so that the
Committee might take what seems to me
the more reasonable course of first voling
the mouney before giving authority for its
expenditure. However, if the Colonial
Secretary thinks fit to deal with the Ap-
propriation Bill first, I personally have
no objection. I see no ohstacle to testing
the feeling of the Commitiee, 2nd with
that object in view I move an amend-
ment—

That in the item “Other undertal:-
ings” the figures “£156,603" be struck
out, and “£11,603" inserted in lieu,

Details of the item are shown on page 3
of the Loan Istimates, and it is the
amount of £145,000 for State steamers
which T ask the Commitiee to delete.
When subsequently we consider the Loan
Bill it will be found that the amoant for
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Siate steamers is £200,000, but £55,000
of that amount it is not proposed to
spend during the currenl fnancial year,
and consequently ihat amount of £55,000
finds no place in the Appropriation Bill
we are now considering. On Thursday
last I gave members some information
regarding the cost of the vessel “Kan-
garoo” for whigh the £145,000, or at all
events £140,000—I am not elear as to the
amount—is to be paid as cost of econ-
siruction.  The Colonial Secretary has
since made a reply lo my statemenis, hut
fo my mind a very unsuiisfactory reply.
The hon. gentieman has confined himself
to ridiculing 1he State of Texas as though
it were some very small community, Texas
has a population as great as that of the
eniire Commonwealth of Australia, and
during the last few years it has achieved
a progress and a development whieh Aus-
tfralia might well envy—a progress and a
development achieved prineipally through
the remarkable utilisation of its oil re-
sources.  The Colonial Seeretary also
ridiculed the publication from which I
quoted, which is the offieial organ of a
company with a capital of 32 million
dollars, or about £7,000,000. The Col-
onial Secrefary further made reference to
the publication being “a rvoofing cirenlar.”
Tt is nothing of the kind. The company
deal, aunongst other things, with roofing
material; and this issue happens to be
the roofing number. They are one of the
chief oil companies 1n the world, and
what these people do not know about oil
and oil ships is not worth knowing, If
the Colonial Secretary can de nothing
better than cast ridieule upon the State
of Texas and upon the publication from
which 1 have quoted, then I shall have to
proceed as though the truth of my state-
ments were admitted.

The Colonial Secretary: Will you re-
peat your charges{

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH:
made mno charges against anybody.
The statements I have made are
that a boat superior to the extent
of one-third to the “Kangaroo” cost
to build £83,000, that it was com-
pleted in March of last year for the East

I have
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Asiatic Company of Copenhagen, Den-
mark, fhe same company that sold the
“Western Australia” to the State Govern-
ment—the “Western Australia,” which I
believe all parties are agreed was a disas-
trous bargain—and that the same com-
pany sold the “Kangaroo” to the Govern-
ment of this State. Now, even if it can
be shown that £140,000 was the actual
cost of building the “Kangaroo,” the
position I have taken up is not affected
in the least; becanse it would mean that,
whatever prospect there might be of earn-
ing inferest on a eapital cost of £140,000
during the continnance of the war,
directly the war is over we shall be in
the position of having paid £140,000 for
a ship that ought not to have cost more
than £60,000 to construet. Since Thurs-
day last I have gone to the trouble of
reading through again from end to end
the files submitted in connection with the
purchase of the “Kangarce.””  On the
very first page I find a eable sent to the
Agent General from the Premier's office
on the 12th July, 1915—

Confidential. Biles  recommends
Diesel ship. Please communieate with
him, and cable whether, in event our
purchasing, ship could go on English
loading berth for Australia and what
chance obtaimng full eargo.

I have been through the file from one end
to the other, and I suppose on not less
than hall a dozen occasions the manager
of the Sinte Steamship Service lays em-
phasis on Sir John Biles’s strong recom-
mendation of the purchase of the ship;
but [rom cover to cover T have not been
able to find a single indieation that Sir
John Biles ever di? make any such re-
commendation. On the contrary, pretty
early in the file, on the 29th June, not
long before the eable was sent stating
that Sir John Biles recommended the
purchase of the Diesel ship, Sir John
Biles cabled to his agent in Fremantle,
Mr. Denny, as follows:—

Your cable (weniy-fourth received.
Full instructions reeeived, Price Diesel
tramp ship about £140,000. Modifica-
tions exira. Advise you inform Ste-
vens of possibility of buying Diesel
ship, but do not recommend :t.

(COUNCIL.]

As one goes through the fle, one finds
that what the Government propose lo do
now 15 fo introduce an entirely new State
sleamship policy, The manager says
that up to the present, as we know, the
Government have been ilrading with the
North-West; and it is stated that wilh-
out such {rading it would be irpossible
to relieve the cattle owners or to supply
cheap food fo the people in Lhis part of
the State. without discussing whether or
not the Governmeunt have succeeded in
that venture, I may say that is the posi-
tion. The irading of the State Steam-
ship Service has heen entirely in Western
Australian  waters. Now Mr., Stevens
says—

On turning over the maiter in my
mind I decided to inform yon that I
heard that a Diesel tramp steamer
could be purchased, as with the grave
shorlage of ocean lonnage now existing
and likely to exist for some time after
the war is finished I saw a greal pros-
pect of success with such a ship in
oversea work as the service would have
a chanee of participating in the extra-
ordinary high freights now being
earned by oversea shipowners.

T do not know whether members are pre-
pared to agree that the Government
should extend (heir shipping enterprises
to general oversea business without con-
sulting Parliament in ihe matter. If
that contention is seriously put forward
T think we have the right to object. Judg-
ing by the disastrous results, the unfor-
tunate financial results, to put it mildly,
that have attended the State shipping
enterprise, I do not think the Govern- -
ment are entitled, without consulting Par-
liament, to extend their policy of shipping
and embark in general overseas trade.
Then we find on the same page, page 4
of this file, that Sir John Biles had been
consulted. This is the very date on which
the cable was sent to the Agent General,
12th July, saying that Sir John Biles re-
commends a Diesel ship. What Sir John
Biles said was this—

Just received firm offer open till Mon-
day, Diesel ship “Lalandia” as she lies
at builder’s yards, subject to no publi-
cation of sale.
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There is no word in that eable recommend-
ing the purchase of the ship; vet that is
the very date on which apparently the
Government say Sir Jobn Biles recom-
mended the purchase. If he did, his re-
comnendation is missing from this file.
“Subject to no publication of sale”” Why
that provision should have been made
1 do not know. Then we are told—

1t will be finished aod ready to load

in Sepiember.

Accurding (o the statemenl made by the
Colonial Secretary on Saturday she was
not completed till ithe 22nd October. Sure-
ly it is due to Parliament that we should
he more correcily informed. She was to
lvad in the widdle of Septewber, and the
manager recommmends her purchase on an
estintate which he has compiled of her
earning capaeity, and one feature of that
estimate is that she should load in Sep-
tember and be here in time to take away
the December wheat. She was te do two
round trips in the year and was esti-
mated to make a profit of £40,000. And
as Iis first estimafe 1s in regard to her
loading to eowne out to Australia, in the
first insiance he says that her net earn-
ings would be £23,000. He has had to
review that eslimate and reduce it by
£3,000. She is going to make £5,000 less
on her first voyage. The entire proposi-
tion alters from day to day in this file,
andl in every case gets worse from the
poini of view of the State. The account-
ant of the department estimates the in-
teresi al 4 per ceant., whereas the Gov-
ernment have to pay 5 per cent. The
manager estimates the profits of the first
trip at £23,000 and later on has to cut
it down by £5,000. We do not know now
whar further deductions he will have to
make. There is what might be ecalled a
recomsmendation from Sie Jobn Biles—

Owners cannot give option; willing to
leave open; reasons selling prices high.
Bnilders Harland, engineers Burmeister
Glasgow: ready to load September.
Seen vessel, appears satisfactory,

This is the extent of Sir John Biles's re-
commendaiion, narelyv, that he thinks
this vessel well and faithfully built, And
apparenily that is all he has reecom-
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mended, that the vessel is well and faith-
fully built. XNobody has queslioned that.

Hon. J. Cornell: Ilad the guestion of
price entered inlo his mind when he sent
that cable?

Hon. H., P. COLEBATCH: 1n one
cable he says, referring to the price, “I
do not recommend.” In anolber -case,
“The price is high, but not unreasonable.”
Apparently the proposition was puat to
Sir John Biles that the Government must
have a ship, and he was asked, “Is she a
good ship®* and he replies, “Yes.” I da
not question lhat she is a perfeelly good
ghip, probably well worth in time of
peace the £60,000, which approximately
she cost to build, and maybe at the pre-
senl lime she is worih even ihe £140,000
which the Clovernment have paid, worth
that to people who want her for war pur-
poses.

The Colonial
climb down.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Nothing of
the sort. She may be worth anything to
some people. Just s the “Western Aus-
tralia,” which it would have paid the
(Clovernment to have taken out to sea and
sunk, is at the present time worth to the
{mperial Government £18,000 a vear, so
this vessel, the “Kangaroo,” in time of
war may he worth all the money the Gov-
ermment have paid for her, worth it to
the people who waunt her specially for
war time purposes. But the Government
of this State are not entitled to purchase
at war prices without consulting Parlia-
ment. When the war is over we shall have
this vessel on our hands, having cost
double what she should have cost. There
i5 abundant proof that the peace price of
butlding this vesse! should not have been
more than £60,000, and eonsequently it
is an utterly bad bargain te pay
£140,000 for her. She is not worth that
to us, whatever she may be worth to other
people. When the “Western Australia”
was purchased a pood deal of adverse
criticism was indulged in in another place,
and the critics were told “The Agent
General assures us that if we do not like
the ship we ean sell her to-morrow at a
profit.” The Premier said thai himself.
Tt is verv unfortunate that he was not

Sceretary: That is a
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talien at his word and forced into selling
her, because it is very unlikely that we
can sell her at a profit now.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Government had
no experience of these things those days.

Hon., H. I'. COLEBATCH : They have
had experience now, yet they tell us that
other people are after this “Kangarooe.”

If that is the case, we ean do the country -

a service by voting out this item and
compelling the Government to let those
other people have the vessel. If those
other people are after her she is saleable
and  we can get ont of o bad bargain.
She is not worth the money or anything
like it, to us. - Tt is significant also that
the insurance companies do not want any
geeurity over the ship. They insist upon
having State bonds, Undoubtedy, tliat is
tor the same reason, namely, hecause they
know that whalever may be demanded
for the ship on account of war conditions
glhe is not worth that money as a com-
mercial enterprise. I have already alluded
to the faet that when the proposition
was first put forward the. interest Bill
was given by the aceountant of 1he de-
partment as being £5,600. Now it is
given as £7,000, so thal in every way
the ihing has gone from bad to worse
as the negotiations proceeded. But no
matter how bad it got, the Government
were still determined to buy the vessel.
Here iz a paragraph on page 10 of this
file illustrating how these bargains work
out in the long run. The manager of the
State Stenmship Serviee staies—

The “Kwinana,” too, is getting a
very old ship and in 12 months’ time
will have fo face her seeond No. 3 sur-
vey (al 24 years of age) and heavy re-
pairs, and the question will very soon
arise as to whether it will be economieal
1o confinue to run her in view of the
advent of ithe remarkable economy of
the modern Diesel tvpe of ship, and if
it becoues decided to sell the “Kwin-
:ana” the “Lalandia” could do all her
(“IWwinana's”) work and keep the
Southern market supplied with frozen
products from Wyndham pending the
arrival of a new vessel to take the place
of the “Kwinana.”

{COUNCIL.)

That is a very dilferent story from what
we were fold when the “Kwinana” was
purchased. We were nol told that in
two years’' time the “Kwinana” would be
a very old ship, requiring sueh very
heavy repairs as to render if questionable
whether we ean economieally run her any
longer,

Hon. J. Comnell; Evervbody knew she
was old,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: But they
did not know tliat in a eouple of years
time the manager of the State Steam-
ship Service would have reported upon
her in the terms [ have quoted, that in
so short a space of time it would be con-
sidered desirable to sell the vessel.

The Colonial Secretary: Nobody is
likely to buy her after your guotation
from the files.

Hon, 1, . COLEBATCH: 1 do not
think that my quotation from the files
is likely to affect people’s opinion on the
ship, and 1 am quite sure the Govern-
ment are nol going to find anybody so
foolish as to buy the ‘“‘Kwinana’’ with-
out knowing what she is worth., People
may readily sell things to the Crovern-
menl without {he Government being
aware of the worth of those things, but
the Government cannot hope to sell these
or other things to private people on simi-
lar terms and conditions. The Govern-
ment will find the selling of these things
a very different proposition from the
buying of them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The “Kwinana” is
the best of the State boats.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Appar-
ently, ves, Yet this is what we hear
about her on the official files. In the an-
nual balance sheet of the State Steam-
ship Service very little is allowed for de-
preciation, certainly not enoungh to wipe
out the capilal cost if the steamers are fo
be uneconomieally run after two years.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: She cnly cost
£30,000.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH: And we
will never get the money back, whatever
she cost. However, a point upon which
I would like definite assurance from the
Colonial Secretary is this: We have a
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reference by the manager of the Siate
Steamship Service 1o Sir John Biles's
recommendation to purchase a ship. 1
want to know where the recommendation
is, the exact terms of it, what was the
question put to Sir Jobn Biles and whai
was his answer, [ bhave failed to find
anything in the way of a direet recom-
mendation for the purchase of this ship.
On this file there is a writlen report
signed J. H. Biles, daled 22nd  July,
1915. writlen in London, in whieh Sir
John Biles says—

1t is evident that the *‘Lalandia’’
can be hought if the money is avail-
able. Il ig also evident T think that
she is adiniraidy suiied for the Aus-
tralinn trade.

But even the fact that she is suitahle for
the trade is entirely different from a
recomendation to purchase. Over and
over again in the report of the manager
of the State Steamship Service there is
this reference to Sir Jobn Biles having
recommended the purehase.

Hon. JJ. Cornell: Do you want a sworn
declaration?

Hon, . P. COLEBATCH: I do not
know that even that wonld be out of the
way.  Ar all events, it would be hetter
than seeing the country spend £140,000
on something from which we will never
get value. ¥t has been suggesied that
this boat, the “Panama,” was not built
in the same place as the “‘Kangavoo.”’
The Coloninl Seecretary says she was
built at Copenhagen. I do not know
where slte was buill, but the [ast page on
thi~  file, speaking of the “Kangaroo”
52 VE—

Tn the present contract the huilders
cuarantee the machinery for a period
of six months. They have now com-
pleted a very large number of motor

installalions, ineloding  the “Selan-
dia,”’ ““Assam,’’ ““Annam,””  ‘‘Fie-

nia,” “Panama,” and “California.”

The Colonial Secretary: Those
the engines.

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: Yes, so
apparently she is the same type of ves-
sel. I shall be glad if ihe Colonial Sec-
retary will give some more convincing

are
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arpuments than he has velr advanced why
this vessel—the reasonable peaee price
of building which is not more than £60,000
—should be purchased for €1:40,000. It he
cannot do that I think we will be justi-
fied in rejecting thie purchase and giving
tiwse other people who are apparenily
very anxicns to zet hold ot the boat an
opportunity of buying her. 1 cannot see
why the West Australian Government
shonld have a monopoly of these things.
Il somehody else have a chance,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Ko
one wns more surprised than myself
when T saw that the Appropriation Bill
wag the first item on the Notice Paper, T
was not respousible for this. No doubt
it was due {o the fact that the officers
of the House recognised that this was a
watter of urgeney and they placed it
first. I wished the Loan Bill diseussed
first.

Hon. J. 1. Cullen: That wonld have
been the proper course to adopt.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
that would have been the proper course
to adopt. So that we may not get mixed
up in the discussion, I hope that some-
one will move that progress be re-
ported and leave asked to sit again at
the next sitting of the House,

t The President resumed the Chair)
Progress reported.

BILI, — SUPPLEMENTARY
£1,300,000.

Second Reading.

LOAN,

Dehate resumed from the 18(h Novem-
ber.

Hon. A. G. JEXKIXS (Metropolitan)
[3.33]: Apart from the very grave issues
raiged by Mr. Colebateh, in the course
of his remarks on the second reading of
this Bill, ax to 1he price which has heen
paid for (he Siaie sieamers. which is a
malter that T fecl sure hun. members
desire the fullest infermation upon, I
may stale that T moved the adjournment
of the debute 1o the next sitfing of the
House because I felt—and no doubt
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other hon. members also feel—that if
this Bill was sent back to another place
the session would be summarily closed, as

has already been stated by the leader of
the Government, and we should have had
no opportunity whatever of dealing with
the Liquor Bill this zession. I wanted if
possible to prevent such a state of
affairs arising, Other hon. members no
doubt feel the same about the Land Bill
Some are probably desirous of seeing
some amendments to the Land Bill
placed on the statute-book, and they too
feel that, just as in the game of battle-
dore and shuttlecock, the Government
might drop that Bill also, -and close the
session. I know that this House is
anxious to deal with the liguor question,
in spite of what has been said, The Gov-
ernment, too, should deal with it. I hope
the position is now obviated. Mr. Cullen
has moved the adjournment of the de-
bate on the Appropriation Bill to the
next silting of the House, which will en-
able both Houses o deal with the liquor
question. I should like to make a few
remarks with regard to the important
question which Mr. Colebateh has raised
in conncetion with the purchase of the
sleamer “Kangaroo.” 1 do not feel in-
clined in the present stale of affairs to
vote any additional moneys for the pur-
chase of other steamers, 1 hope that
Mr. Colebatch will move, as I have no
doubt he will, on the schedule of this'Bill
that the whole of i{he item should he
struck ont. Tf he is not prepared to do
this I shall do it myself, and hope that
the item will be deleted. There are one
or two aspeets of the purchase of this
. hoat which appeal fo me. I should have
thought that if the Government were
going to pnrchase a hoat they would pur-
chase one which would have heen suit-
able for the coastal trade to replace a
boat which was going off the line, and
that they would not have purchased a
boat which was only suitable for overseas
trade. 1 am informed that this hoat has
the greatest diffieulty in getting into any
of the harbours in i{he North-West,
owing to her draught. I should have
thought, (herefore, thai when the Gov-

[COUNCIL.)

ernment were bhuyibg a boat they would
have bought one which would have been
suitable for the coastal trade before buy-
ing one suitable only for the overseas
trade. -1 understand, further, that Diesel
engine ships are something quite new in
the shipping world. They ure engines
which are very diflicult to deal with, and
eagily pel out of order. 1 understand also
that there are no engineers in this State
who understand this form of engine. Con-
sequently it will he necessary practically
to bring out in the emplovment of the
State a separale staff of men to deal with
this elass of engine alone. That being
so there will he a heavy additional ex-
pense involved, and greatly increased
running costs. I feel quite certain that
Parliament, in view of the many mis-
takes which have been made in connee-
tion with the purchase of these steamers,
would not wish to give the Government
any more money to play with, and money
with which to purchase fresh steamers,
without first having a full explanation as
to the boat herself, and as to the way in
which the money was to be spent. T shall
support the reduction of the item and
I kope that the House will agree to it.
There is no neeessity at the pre-
sent juncture for the money to be
spent. There is no probability of getting
a hoat for the coastal trade for at least
12 months, or until the war is over, and
this money is, therefore, not required at
the present (ime,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.37]:
In supporting the second reading of this
Bill may I remark that I am very pleased
to see this Chamber develop in the di-
rection in whieh it should develop, and
in the direction in which it is going to
hurry along the aspirations which I have
had vegarding it for a number of years,
notably, its finnl extinction. I think
such n procedure as has taken place
during the last two or three sittings of
the House is nnprecedented in the con-
stitutional history of the State. T he-
lieve that by a large stretch of the im-
agination, which one wounld have to ex-
ercise in going through the records of
thic House, one could find in the dim
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and remote past, or in the early siages,
that the Legiclative Council did cxeise
something from a Loan Bill. However,
be that as it may. the circumstances
which surrounded the excision of an
item from a Loan Bill at some remote
period in the history of this Council
were altogether different from the eir-
cumstances surrounding this particular
case. It has been said that members of
this Government are hanging on to
office like barnacles to the bottom of a
derelict ship. If that is so, it can truth-
fully be =aid that those desirous of get-
ting the Government out of office are as
ravenous for their prey as sharks are for
a piece of pork. Those who are desirous
of getting the Government out of office
cannot get them out of office in that
House which is subservient to the peo-
ple’s will and representative of the adult
suffrage of the people of the State. As
a consequence, they have to come along
and seek the assistance of this Cham-
ber in a wily and oily manner, and this
Chamber has risen to the oceasion. We
have reached this stage in the constitu-
tional government of Western Anstralia
when the situation has to be faced of
whether the people’s House or ihis House
is going to rule in respect to the gues-
tion of finanee, whiech is regarded by
some as the last straw on the camel’s
hack., ¥ have arrived at this conclusion,
that this House is not prepared to allow
to another place the prerogative which
has eome down since responsible Gov-
ernment was initiated in this State, that
is, the prerogative of dealing with the
finances. I have said on the public plat-
form long ago in this State. that this
House was prepared, in the interests of
those thev represent, to rise to political
murder in order to earry out their de-
sires. Their actions of recent date
have, I maintain, fully justified those re-
marks. I am indeed proud that my pro-
phecy has come true. A proposal has
been mooted here that when this Bill
was introduced into this Chamber there
should be deleted from it the sum of
£145,000, which had been set aside for
s State steamer. I want this House to
he fully cognisant of what it is about to
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do. I bave said on the floor of this
Chamber sinece the advent of the Secad-
dan Goveroment into office that this
Heuse bas on every conceivable oceasion
blocked and thwarted the Government
in their legislative proposals, and pre-
vented the Governmenf{ from carrying
out their pledges in the way of admin-
istration that were given on the plat-
form at election time. This House has
now said that even these pledges must
go by the board. If this Goverpment
go ont of office as the result of the at-
titude which has been taken up hy this
House, and assuredly it must do so, for
whatever insults it may suffer at the
hands of the Legislative Assembly, it will
have to go out of office if the snggested
aetion is taken, then it will be the means
of showing to the people the Legisiative
Couneil in its true light, that is to say,
that Western Australia is not to be gov-
erned by its manhood and womanhood,
but by property owners and representa-
fives of property owners. If the Labour
Government did nothing else but show
the Legislative Council nup in its true
light. then ihey would have done much
for the future prosperity of democracy in
this State.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They have left a
big debt for the people.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Judging by the
calibre of some of the political aspir-
ants who are desirous of obtaining Min-
isterial office when the Scaddan Gov-
ernment are turned out, I think it will be
seen, if there is any incompetency on
the part of present Ministers, that
this will be developed ten-fold in the
new occupants of the portfolios. I fear
the day when some of those gentlemen
will ever cross over to the Treasury
benehes of this State. If they do oceupy
them. they will not do so as an ornament
of utility and usefulness, but as an orna-
ment of uselessness. I hupe the time
will not come to pass when some of them
will be found sitting there. The State
Steamship Service, around which all
this hinges, is to be the river on which
the Liberal party and the last joint in its
tail—the Country Party—is going to
build the bridge which will carry
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it over the stream, There is an
bon. member in this House who has.

in season and out of season, favoured.

the State Steamship Serviee, but e
has said the Government began it and
-continned it in the wrong way. He
claims they should have had Parliament-
ary sanction hefore they started and for
all the steps that were taken after they
did start. But if that hon. gentleman is
not a distant relation of the High Com-
missioner of Australia, I do not know
who is. Certainly if he is not related to
‘the High Commissioner in blood, he is
related to him in phrases. I refer to Mr.
Holmes, who never made a hetter *‘yes-
no’? speech than that which he made
when speaking on the Loan Bill the
-other day. Mr. Holmes must know that
it the Government had waited for Par-
liamentary sanction the Stite Steamship
‘Service would never have heen started.
"Then why this sophisiry? Why not
come ont into the open? It must be
patent to everyone that the time has ar-
© rived when the State Steamship Serviee
has either to be extended or discontinued
That is weil known to everyone. Wa
know that the larger it grows the more
eeconomical 1t is likely to become. Ithas
been said by Mr, Colebateh that in pur-
chasing the ‘*Kangaroo’’ the Govern-
ment were sold another pup.  Af the
Iast sitting of the House the hon. mem-
ber quoted a certain roofing journal puhb-
lished in Texas. and he endeavoured to
make the Idouse understand that the
“‘Panama’ and the ‘‘Kangarco’® were
Both built in Harland and WoelfP’s yard.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: Nothing of the
kind.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If the journal
from which the hon, member quoted is so
reliable when dealing with the building
of these two sieamers, that it does not
-set out what is of paramount import-
ance, namely, that these steamers were
not built in the same yard, then the other
information it contains is worthy of very
liitle consideration. It is like starfing to
write a biography of an individual and
finishing up by forgetting to name the
place where he was born. The in-

[COUNCIL.

ference
mmind by

whieh  was conveved to my
Mr. Colebateh was that
both these boats were built in Hax-
Jand and Wolff’s yard, In an issue
of the West Australian, subsequent to

that in which ihe hon. member’s speeeh
appeared, the leader of this House dis-

.puted that point and drew attention to

the fact that one vessel was buile in
Copenliagen and the other in Belfast. It
is like beating the air to try and reason
with lion. menbers, or to ask them to
assist the CGlovernment to econtinue the
State Steumship Service. We have ar-
rived al the position, as [ Lave already
said, That fle Staie Sleamship Service
must eiilier he extended or ended. We
have bought the “Kangafoo” and we
have previded the neeessary machinery
wiiereby the purchase shall he financed.
Now Mr. Colebatch says that other peo-
ple wanted it before the Government se-
cured ii, If we strike out the purchase
of the boat now, the other people will get
their chance, If cver an lion. member
was [rue fo tvpe and frue to those he
represents, T eannot depict any onc bet-
ter than Mr, Colebateh. If the poliey
the hon, member is advoeating is pur-
sued, what will the result Le? The result
will he a squeezing of this Government
and a loss to the State. It will mean a
rain to the privateers of private enter-
prise. If the poliey that Mr. Colebateh
advoeated is pursued and the Govern-
ment are not permitted to have the neces-
sary aunthority fo seecure this vessel, the
outcome will be that it will remain in
their hands and the Covernment will be
foreed to relinquish the undertaking, I
ask hon. members if such tactics are
pursued, will it not be truly said that
the Government will he a good instite-
tion to shoot at. If that step is earvied
out no one will rush in to buy the “Kan-
garoo” from the Government. Tt will be
on our hands and so we shall have to be
at the merey of those who like to come
along, and dictate their own price for the
vessel. Whe will pay the piper then?
Will the Government? Will those anx-
ious to get even with them get them out?
No. The general faxpayer will have to
pay the piper and carry the baby.
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Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: The piper's baby.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I ask houn.
members to think a little while
before they take the action - which
they contemplate doing and to

bear in mind the institution of which
they are in a sense a sort of counterpart.
The Lords in England defied the Com-
mons and said that the Commons were
not supreme on the question of finance.
The Lords persisted in the matter which
they took up,and what was the resull?
The result to-day is that it has heen es-
tablished clearly and beyond doubt that
the keepers of e purse amd the dis-
pensers of finanee is the ITouse of Com-
mons. No doubi that should be the line
of reasoning and the line of action
adopied by our institution, seeing that
our Parhiament is modelled to a great
extent on the lines of the British Parlia-
ment, but our institution is not desirous
of aceepting things as they are. Mem-
hers lhiere appear to he desirons to push
on until they find themselves in exactly
the same position as the Lords found
themselves in. T invite hon, members to
keep pushing on and T hope I am in this
Chamber when they are standing on the
precipice and I will come along behind
and help to push them over.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Meiropolitan)
[3.55]): T say a good deal when I say I
have listened with more than usual in-
terest (o the remarks of Mr. Cornell. I
am at one with him in a good deal of
what he says, but I deprecate to the ut-
most possible extent his deeply pessi-
misite tone when he talks about the
future of this institution, as he calls it.
I do not like the name “institution” ap-
plied to this honourable House, and after
all T think the time has come when even
Mr. Cornell should realise that this
House, of which he is a member, and an
esteemed member, is part of the Legisla-
ture of Western Australia. The wmatter
under discussion at the present ‘time, I
think, is a great deal more a matter of
policy than of finance. FEven if it were
purely and solely a matter of finance,
then in our Constitution we have power
to do exaetly as foreshadowed in the re-
marks of hon, members, and that course
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has been taken by this House before and
has been agreed to by another place. But
leaving that out of the question, I think
the course which is being adopled now
has practically been invited by the leader
of the Honse in answer to o series of
questions whieh lon. members may bave
thonght at the time were somewhat
lengthy, questions whiech T asked with
regard 1o the purchase of this evil boat,
the “Kangargo.” The leader of the House
was kind encugh (o reply 16 one of my
quesiions, that the Government realised
the siringeney ol finanee at the present
time, but thev were perfectly cerfain that
when (he files were laid on the Table and
Parliament had an opporiunity of seeing
the details of the case, the aclion of the
Government would be endorsed by Par-
liament, Further, he said that authority
for this purchase would be sought in a
supplemcniary Toan Bill to be laid he-
fore hon. members at a subsequent date.
I take it that a Bill is laid before this
House in order that this House may ex-
press an opinion in a way that lias some
bearing on the future contenis of that
measure. The Bill is not presented 1o us
=0 that we may look at it, say that it is
all right, and then approve of it. &r.
Corne!l himself must admit that ihat is
not what this Chamber is for. This
Chamber is here to take practically an
equal part in the legislation relating to
all matters connected wilh the State, and
I hope that while the hon. member con-
tinues fo be a member of this Chamber,
and while T am a member of it, that atti-
tude will be taken up and maintained and
that none of our powers will be given or
thrown away in order to lessen the pre-
rogatives which we have. I think the
Government would have been aeciing
much more wisely and undoubtedly much
more courageously if they had adopted
the attitude which was snggested to them
by me on the 22nd September last when
I osked whether, in view of the exeep-
tional nature of the finaneial method in-
volved,and in order to give Parliament an
untrammellied and clear-out opportunity
of expressing an opinion on the trans-
action, the Government would, in their
proposed Loan Bill, deal with this matter
onlyv. Tt wonld have been better if the-
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Government had adopted that suggestion.
It would have ineurred no loss of dig-
nity and wonld have made the course of
this measure easier, possibly, one way or
the other. It would have brought about
for ‘itself destruction or fruition, but we
have it now mixed up with a lot of other
matters. [t is troe that the eircumstances
are absolutely exceptional. The leader of
the Iouse and his colleagues must know,
if they read the papers and if they read
Hansard that thiz section of the Legisla-
ture is not in favour aliogether of this
State steamship policy of theirs, and I
say it is flouting this section of the Leg-
islature and aeting unfairly to it when
they complete a purchase which means an
absolutely new and hitherto unthought
of addition to the State Steamship Ser-
viee, in the matter of oversea trading,
without first seeking the authority of
Parliament. .

Hon. J. Cornell: All the others have
been hought the same way; why did not
yvou put your foot down then?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: That might be
pul to the credii ol this Chamber, rather
than to its discredit. As the Lon. gentle-
man has suggested, members of this
Chamber systematically since the incep-
tion of the Scaddan Government have
treated their State enterprises with con-
sideration and kindness, We could at
any time lave taken the steps which
were faken in the neighbouring State of
South Australia and eounld bave eul out
of the Estimates the necessary money for
the State enterprises. But I said, and I
presume other members argued in the
same way, “This is a new departure;
these are gentlemen with the courage of
their convietions who wish to put into
Practice the principles on which they
were elected.” One of those principles is
that the State shall control as many of
the activities of the community as pos-
sible. Some of these activities are steam-
ers, brickworks, sawmills, and implement
works and, although I have at times criti-
cised the Government, T have never initi-
ated or sought to indnce other members
to initiate the step which would have the
effect of stopping them.

(COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. Millington: What are yon do-
ing now? Strangling them.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: Quite so.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will address the Chair.

Hon., W. KINGSMILL: I was not ad-
dressing the hon. member.

The PRESIDENT: Simply replying to
him,

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: But I quite
agree with the interjection. As the hon.
member has pointed out to us, the last
straw arrives and surely when the last
siraw is one of such magnitude as a
purchase involving the expenditure of
£140,000, absolutely without the anthority
of Parliament and bringing the State
Steamship Service into a totally new
sphere of operations, it is time for this
House to consider whether its kindness
has not been misplaced and whether iis
kindness is not being regarded by the
Governmenf, as the interjections of hon.
members would seem to indicate, as not
kindness but puosillanimity. If T had the
opportunity of voting for the excision of
this item, I would do so, and I would do
s0 without the least eompunection. It has
been pointed out that it would be an easy
matter, according to the advisers of the
Government, as there are so many per-
sons willing and anxions to be the owners
of this particular steamship, to sell her
without ineurring any very material loss,
if the price is high but not unreasonable,
as pointed ont by Prof. Sir J. H. Biles.
Bat there is another way in which the
Governmend will have to deal with praeti-
cally all their State trading enterprises.
In (he case of the steamers, if they de-
cide to put an end to the State Steam-
ship Service, they will undoubtedly have
to eharter the vessels to persons who, I
understand, are willing to aceept charters,
more especially of boats with such mag-
nificent earning capacity as the “Kan-
garoo” is represented to bhave. With re-
gard to the other State enterprises, if if
comes to the lot of fhe present or any
other Government to have to deal with
them, I see nothing for it—not to shut
them down—but for private enterprise to
lease these magnificent concerns which ad-
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mittedly cost the Government too much
money, but our of which they would make
4 great deal more by leasing than by run-
ning themselves. It seems to me this is the
way iu which the Government will have
to deal with their State enterprises. I do
hot propose to diseuss the actual pur-
chase of this ship, or ber merits or de-
merits, except to say I do not think hon.
members should blame the Government so
much in relation to the purchase of this
ship as their ofticers; and their advisers
in this conneclion seem to be the Indus-
tries Assistance Board and the maopager
of the State Steamship Service. The
poliey which we arc now discussing, the
policy of oversea trading by our State
steamnships, is not the poliey of the Gov-
ernment but a poliey which is being
foreed upon the Government by the In-
dustries Assistance Board coupled with
the manager of the State Steamship Ser-
vice. That makes the position even
worse, It destroys the last vestige of
Responsible Government and we are now
being freated to an exhibition of govern-
ment by boards-cum-officials. That ren-
ders the case somewhat worse than it was
before. At all events I think the House
has gone far enough, if not too far, in its
kindness in allowing the Government to
carry on their State enterprises without
stepping in to stop them. Tt would bave
been possible, when the first boat was
purchased, and the vote made a somewhat
belated appearance in the Appropriation
Bill, for this House to have struck out
that item, as was done in South Austra-
lia;: and, let me say. it is interesting from
a econstitutional point of view to remem-
ber that when the South Australian Gov-
ernment, so to speak, reported the Legis-
lative C'ouneil to the Home authorities for
daring to do such a thing, they were prac-
tically told to run away and play and
settle their own little differences between
themselves. The action then taken had
the effect of stopping the enterprise then
gontemplated. It was the creation of a
State enterprise which I will not say is
flourishing but has been in existence in
our midst for some time, namely, State
brickworks. Hon. gentlemen. without
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any trouble, ean find the allusion which
I am making in the history of the Verran
Government in South Australia. If such
action as is contemplated iz taken, we
have abundant autbority for it both in
our own case, wWhen in 1899 a vote of
£60,000 for the construetion of the Norse-
man railway was struck out of the Loan
Estimates, and the case of South Aus-
tralia when a vote of £11,000 was struck
ont of the Appropriation Bill during the
tenaney of office by the Verran (Govern-
ment. There is ample eorroboration of
the action it is proposed to take and, if -
I had the opportunity to vote for it, I
would do so. With these reservations, I
sapport the second reading of the Bill.
Hon. J. F. CULLEN (Bouth-East)
[48}: I am glad the Minister recognises
now, as he did not last week, that it is
not wise to rush through the Appropria-
tion Bill, T hope all the Ministers will
recognise that before these financial Bills
can be passed, wrgent matters promised
by the Government must be dealt with in
another place. The Land Bill must be
dealt with finally, the licensing question
must be dealt with, and the settlers muost
know where they stand regarding the
commandeering of their produce, a life
and death question to them., Regarding
this particular Bill T am only concerned
just now with the one item. Mr. Jenkins
very pertinently pointed out that what
was expected of the Government in this
conneetion was the purchase of a suitable
steamer to take the place of the “Western
Australia.” As a matter of faet, that is
what the Qovernment set out to do. While
they were on that, some clever financier
came along and said, “Here is a hargain
for you hut do not mention it”; just as
somne old soldier might eome to a boy and
say, “T am going to sell vou something
very gzood but do not let vour father
know; keep it dark. There are lois of
people after it but I am going to let yon
have it.” The estimate in which cur Min-
isters are held by the financiers abroad is
amazing. They seem to look upon them
as zulls to be canght with any eock-and-
bull story. Here was a steamer on the
hands of a company who for some reason
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or other had changed their minds, and
the eompany, bv their own ¢leverness or
by ecalling in certain ofher people as
conspirators, managed to gull the Gov-
ernment right away from their intention
of buying a sleamer for this coastal trade
inte buying a steamer suitable only for
oversea trade, nnd Ministers were gulled
and fell inta a trap and nndertook to pay
£140,000 for a smaller steamer, much
more that the same company had given
for a steamer one-third larger. It is easy
to understand the insistence of secreey on

the part of the sellers, but it is diffienlt to.

understand that Ministers shounld become
the tools and dupes and gulls of these
sellers, and that when Parliament was
sitting  they shonld dare 1o ignore
Parliament and should hind the State
to the payment of this money. Mr,
Kingsmill has explained that, even
from the point of view of giving
Ministers a fair chance, there must come
a point beyond which that leniency can-
not be carried withont treason to the tax-
payers and the country at large. As a
matter of fact, that leniency has heen re-
ferred to by the Government again and
again as an excuse for plunging further,
They have pointed to the fact that
£70,000 as an initial ifem was approved
by Parliament. How was it approved?
Ministers came here and said, “We have
spent this money, we cannot get it back,
what are yon going to do? Either over-
lock it and vote the mouey or bring the
hononr of this country into guestion with
countries abroad.”  Parliament decided
that the lesser evil was {0 condone the ut-
terly illegal act on the part of the Govern-
ment. On the strength of that, what have
Ministers done with this House? They
have bought this steaner, the “Kangaroo,”
behind the back of Parliament when Par-
linment was sitting, and when its advice
could have been obtained practically with
confidence hetween the Houses and the
Minsters alone, and a cable based on he
action of Parliament eould have reached
the seller long hefore Parliament’s action
could have been reported to the public,
‘Whether Ministers built on that condon-
ing of their aclion, they have not only

[COUNCIL.)

put on the Loan Estimales this £140,000
for the “Kangaroo,” but £60,000 more for
a boat which they say eannot be purchased
for two years at least, perhaps longer.
Perhaps jt will be three or four years be-
fore the money will be wanted. Ministers
ask, “What is the voting of £60,000% Why
it is a bagalelle compared with the strain
we have put on the leniency and kindness
of Parliament in the past. We will not
ask Ffor £140,000 but for £200,000,” and
the other £60,000 ostensibly will be for
a steamer to be bought after this session,
perhaps a vear hence, it may be three
years, before they nead to spend it. Still
the Governmént say, * We will get it
now.” What may happen if they get it
now? They would say, “It is a loan for a
steamship serviee; we can put it to what-
ever hranch of the service we like.” There
is another aspect of this malter ihat the
Colonial Secretary incidentally allnded to.
He has admitted that the Government can-
not control lahour. Of eourse people ont-
side the Government and the Govern-
ment’s immediate followers know this as
a basie principle. The moment Minis-
ters attempt to conirol their own sup-
porters by whom they are kept in office,
they become the servanis instead of the
masters. The Minister has admitted that
the firemen had beaten him. It is true,
no doubt, the firemen lad simply over-
ruled the control of the steamship service,
and the Minister says “Now we are going
inlo the oil business to minimise the
trouble with labour.” 1In faet, he says,
“We liave made a failure with the eoastal
steamship service and now we are goiog
to try and make up for it by entering the
oversea business and we jumped at the
bargain of the Diesel ship and we are
going to make that the first ship of the
nversea business.” That means the Legis-
lature has eome face to face with a very
serious matter. Any economist knows
that Government cannol compete with pri-
vate enterprise where labour is necessary
beeause the Government are the servants
of that labour and they dare net attempt
fo enforce a full day’s work for a full
day’s pay. They dare not do that. Theis
polilical life is at stake, so the Govern-
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ment State enterprise must fail I
agree  with  Mr. Kingsmill ibat the
last straw has been piled on the
country’s back and I, without the
slightest besitation, will vote for the

striking out of this item of £200,000. 1
want every hon, member to weigh well
-what Mr. Kingsmill has placed bhefore
us. This Loan Bill is, to all intents and
purposes, a policy Bill. Essentially this
item of it is a poliey item in which this
House has co-ordinate authority with the
wother House, It is perfeetly right that
this House should strtke out any item in
the Bill that it thinks should be struek
-out., I shall vote for the striking vut of
the item. It will bring the whole policy
of the Government to an issue and I
hope when the Minister comes to speak
about this maiter, he will try and be
exact and definite in his statements, that
he will not ask us to accept such things
as this, that Sir John Biles has recom-
mended the purchase of the “Kangaroo,”
and so on. It is very clear that Sir Joln
Biles had no information as to the object
Mirpisters had when they set out io buy
a boat. They wanted a hoat for the
ceastal serviee.  What data bhad been
placed before Sir John Biles before his
-opinion was asked? Did the Government
say, “Sir John, we are going to embark
on the oversea business”¥ If so, he might
have said, “The hoat is suitable” TIf
they said, “We are doing coastal business
and we want a boat fo replace the
“Western Australia” Sir Jobhn might
have said, “the ‘Kangaroo’ is the last
boat that you should purchase” There
ig just one other matter I should like the
House to consider: what the country is
likely to be landed in if the matter is con-
tinped. Incidentally the Minister has
mentioned that some oil company is
going to set up oil tanks and systems of
supply at Fremantle and Wyndham, and
goodness knows how many other places.
Has the Government entered into any
contract with this company? Are they
gong to place their steamship serviee at
the mercy of a monopoly? Labour Gov-
ernments are the worst monopolists
ander the sun. Everything they lake in
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Are
the

hand tends towards a monopoly.

they going to place themselves at
merey of some oil company to supply
them with tanks and to whom they will
be bond servants? Tt is another illustra-
tion of the ineapable administration of

the Government.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.23]: I am not surprised
that Mr. Cornell got a hit mixed in his
metaphor hecause he was dealing with a
very mixed subject, und so mixed has the
position of affairs become during the last
few weeks, if not months, that il seems
to me the only knife ihat can cot the
Gordian knot is a general election. TI[
members here and in another place, and
the country, wish for a general election.
it is not for me, if 1 had the power, to
stop it, but I believe that a great many
people in the country think that a general
election at the present moment will be a
mistake. I want to clear the ground by
dealing very hriefly with the eonstitu-
tional position which comes np now and

again. My, Cornell spoke on the lines
that this honourable Council takes a

position similar te the Imperial House
of Lords and unotlier place similar io
the House of Commons, and as the
House of Commons has unmistakeably
shown it is the masler of the public
purse, so the Lower Chamber here i=.
and if it has not done so, it should do
so. As against that we have the high
authority of the Chairman of Commit-

tees. I am only giving my impression
of his remarks and the impression T
gathered, if not from him yet
from the other Constitutional an-
thority in this Chamber, that here
our House is a co-ordinate hody
in dealing with public affairs. T

regret I cannot follow either of these
authorities. It is misleading to attempt
to turn this Chamber into a kind of loeal
Hounse of Lords and I am of opinion
that this Council as at present consti-
tuted has not co-ordinate powers with
another place.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: In
policy.

malters of
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Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am speak-
ing of finance. If the member talks to
me about poliey, I am quite prepared to
go off on a tangent with the party he
represenis and the party the State
socialists represent.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: T represent no
party.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Then the
hon. member stands with me as repre-
senting in this Chamber, no party. To
come back to the constitntional ques-
tion—

The PRESIDENT: The question be-
fore the House is the second reading of
the Supplementary Loan Bill.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: With the
greatest deference, I suggest that I am
dealing with the constitutional practice
which has been expounded on the one
hand by Mr. Cornell and on the other by
Mr. Kingsmill and Mr. Collen. This
writer says—

In the Charters of the Transvaal
and Orange Free Siate, the most re-
cent and the most demacratic of our
colonial constitutions, the right to
amend money Bills is withdrawn,
thongh the night to reject them is fully
upheld. This appears to be the true
constitutional doeirine, for even where
Colonial Upper Chambers retain the
amending right, its use is open to
greal misconeeption. In fact, their
own interests are probably best served
by dropping it altogether in practiee,
for this method may help them to pre-
serve unguestioned the valuable and
important right of rejecting individ-
ual money Bills.

That is not only the exposition of a com-
petent anthority on page 60 of Senates
and Upper Chambers, but it exactly
expresses my- opinion—that is the opin-
ion that T have just read.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
Western Anstralia®

Hon. A. SANDERSON: With regard
to Western Australia. 1 shall say no
more on the constitutional question but
now deal with the remarks of Mr. Cul-
len, when he spoke of questions of
poliey. T have said this twiee before in

In regard to
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this Chamber, possibly a third time it
may be remembered. If you look back
in the history of Western Australia, for
25 years we have had nothing eclse but
soclalistic enterprises. We have an Ag-
rieultural Bank and it is not an exap-
geration to say that it practically went
bankrnpt when the strain earae on in
1914. We bave the Coolgardie water
scheme. Members talk about this thing
not paying, but has the Cpolgardie
Water Scheme paid from the day it was
constructed? Even our railways, of
which we are rightly so proud, in the
last report we have a statement by the
Commissioner—

With the extension and develop-
ment of the system, the interesi Ml
for capttal expenditure is steadily
growing, and requires an increased
share of the profits each year fo liqui-
date the charge. As practically all the
additional lines which are now con-
structed are developmental ones, which
experience shows must for some years
at least, be worked at a loss, it will
be recognised that a greater burden is
east on the existing payable lines in
order to make good such losses.

In addition io that, if this country ecar-
vied out its eontract with the Federal
Government, the effect would he prae-
tically to bankrupt our own railway .
gystem. If we spend, as we have
pledged ourselves to do, 24 or three
millions of money on building a broad
gange railway from Coolgardie to Fre-
mantle, it wonld have the effect of prae-
tically bankrupting us—even assnming
for the moment that we can get the mo-
ney; and if we do not get the money we
shall have repudiated our confract with
the Federal Government and therefore
shall have become bankrupt in the eyes
of the Federal Government. The effect
of carrying out our pledge. as I say, will
be disastrous on the hest paying line we
have in Western Australia. Putting
the Agricultural Bank against the brick
works, and the State Steamship Ser-
vice against the water scheme, and the
fish shops against the railways, how de
hon. members deal with this as a ques-
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tion of policy? It is not a question of
policy at all, We deal with each ques-
{ion on its merits. Mr. Cullen appar-
ently is opposed to fish shops. but
strongly favours the Esperance railway.
Is the Esperanee railway going to pay ?
For my part. 1 would rather see State
fish-shops established in every large
centre of Weslern Australia, from a
cash point of view, than 1 would
see the Esperance railway constructed,
which railway Mr. Cullen supporied
and helped to ecarry through this
Chamber.  The position is too seri-
ous to deal with lightly. 1 do not pre-
tend to fathom the depths to which
Western Australia ecan sink before the
State hecomes unable io go any further.
I wonder what the speech of Mr. Cor-
nell this afternoon meant. Mr. Cornell
is a supporter of the Government. I
wonder whether he was uuthorised o
come t0 this Chamber and tell us that if
we rejected this proposal the Govern-
ment would resign. If T were quitesure
of his authority for making that state-
ment, then for the specific purpose of
getting the present Government out of
office I shonld feel strongly tempted to
support Mr. Cullen; but for that purpose
only. If this House is going to insist
that in financial malters it i8 a co-ordin-
ate body with another place, that {ne
power of the purse is equally held here—

Hon. J. ¥, Cullen: No¢ one has said
that.

Hon. A. SANDERSON : We will
leave the public to decide the matter
when a general election comes along.
That is ihe point which interests me. 1
hope the leader of the House will tell
us quite clearlv—because it i1s a maiter
that the country is enijtled to know—
whelher his supporter Mr. Cornell was
anihorised, if not to threaten this Cham-
ber. at all events to slate quite deliher-
alelv that the Governmeni would resign
if the Legislative Council insisted on
knocking out the Diesel ship propesal. T
suppose we shall have another oppor-
inmity of going into further details if it
is necessary. Personally, I deeply regret
that at a time like this, in the erisis
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we are passing through, we have allowed
ourselves to drift into the position in
which we are. I do not envy the Gov-
ernment’s job at the present moment,
and T am sure T do not envy that of the
lcader of this House. On several ocea-
sions when I felt inclined to indulge in
Jrurely party politics T have refrained on
that aceount from doing so. The posi-
tion of Western Australia, apart alfo-
gether from the great Imperial and
European questions thrust upon us, is too
serious as rerards the Federal Govern-

ment to deal with lightly. This lean
policy of the Government, this at-
tempt to float loans at an ont-

rageous price, can only lead to fur-
ther disaster. I sincerely hope the
Government will try and shorten their
saila and bring this country into a strong
finaneial position, so that it will be able
to nezotiate on equal terms with the Fed-
eral (Government. What is the use of
onr going to the Federal Government
nankrupt as we shall be if we continue
like this? We want to he on terms of
equality with the TFederal Government,
and not go to lhem cringing as bank-
rupts. I do not pretend to take a great
interest in the present position from a
personal point of view, because members
of this place would not he sent to their
constituents. T am always ready to face
my constituents with the greatest of
pleasure, and to explain to them the osi-
tion of affairs. It seems to me that the
position we have drifted into during the
last few weeks can only be solved hy an
appeal to the country. We know what
it is with the position of parties in
annther place. Who would dare to fake
office ?  Imagine the GCountry party
taking office ! And how can the Libera)
party go into action with a Bulgarian
zlly, as T think the Country party have
heen called? Picture to yourself, Mr.
President, the position of such a Govern-
ment.  As for (he Labour party, we
know what they are.

Hon. J. F. Cullen :
mean?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 will leave
it alone. For my own part I cannot say

What does that



2614

-

that I regret the posilion, io a cerfain
extent, becanse I want to see these Lah-
our people thoroughly cured. Because of
trouble with their firemen on ordinary
ships, they go in for Diesel ships, What
are they going to do with the Trades
Hall, and with caucus, and with their
followers who insist on this Loan Bill
regardless altogether of the position of
affairs? I do not wish to over-emphasise
the position, because everyone in this
Chamber knows as well as I do that the
position is serious; but apparently fhere
is no attempt whatever on the part of
the present Government to stop this in-
sane bhorrowing of money to be dis-
tributed amongst the wage-earners.

Hon, A. J. H. BAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.43]: 1 have no intention
of following the example of my senior
colleague and dealing with the wide
range of subjeets on which he has
touched this afiernoon. Certainly I am
not going to deal with this constitutional
aspect of the question, because I am quite
incapable of doing so. My senior col-
league, 1 belicve, considers that I have
not yet eut my political milk teeth. Con-
sequently I would not in the least dream
of embarking on a constitutional diseus-
sion. What appeals to me on this ques-
tion, however, is, what are the reasons
why Parliament was nof consulted he-
fore the purchase of the Diesel ship was
made? 1 am not an anthority on Diesel
engines. The only thing I know about
them is that their unfortunate inventor
committed suicide some 18 months ago.
We have been told that the reason why
Parliament was not consnlted was,
fiestly, that this was an urgent matter,
that it was a question of haste, because
somebody clse was nibbling at the bar-
gain. I cannot understand how experi-
enced administrators such as present
Ministers could be taken in by such a
ery as that. It is the regular stock-in-
trade of every carpet-bagger. I have no
doubt that when the Premier bought that
other pup—1I beg pardon, it was not a
pup but a pianola, the reason given fo
him was that somebody else was nibbling.
Posgibly jt was represented to the Pre-
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mier that the leader of the Opposiiion
had been seen coming out of Messrs,
Nicholson & Co.’s musie warehouse with
a record under his arm, and that conse-
quently there was necessity for baste. So
there must have bheen a similar necessity
for haste in the ease of this Diesel ship.
Then a further reason was given why
the deal should be kept seeret. Possibly
I am under a misapprehension,
but I gathered from cerfain remarks
which I have read or heard that it was
the Imperial Government whe did not
want this thing to be known. I was in-
clined to think that perbaps the eensor
had blocked the information becaus:
Lord Xilchener, owing fo the difficult
posilion in the Balkans, considered that
the fact of the Western Ausiralian Gov-
ernment purchasing a Diesel ship should
not be made public.  But apparently
that was not so at all. The neeessity for
secrecy was oh the part of the sellers,
who did not want the negottations with
the Western Australian Government to
get to the ears of the other people who
were nihbling. Unfortunately the Gov-
ernment have purchased this Diesel ship,
and we are in this position, that whether
we like it or not we have to pay for the
ship. If the amount for the ship is
struck out, I presume she will have to
be re-sold. That puts us in rather a
diffieult position, and because of that
diffieult position—in spite of my objec-
tions to the (tovernment purchasing this
ship secretly and without consulting Par-
linment although Parliament was in ses-
sion—I intend to vote for the retention
of the amount.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central) [4.471:
What strikes me most prominently in
looking through this Supplementary
Loan Bill is that some items which
are there should not be there, and
that some items which should be
there are not there. As regards the
purchase of the Diesel ship I am en-
tirely at one with those speakers who
have preceded me in opposition to the
purchase. I understood, as Mr. Cullen
evidently did, that the object of the pur-
chase was to supplement the present ser-
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vice on the North-West coast, that the
Diesel ship was to take the place of the
“Western Australia.”” The leader of the
House has told us that that was the orig-
inal object.

The Colonial Secretary: 1 never said
that.

Hon. W. PATRICK: What did the
hon. gentleman say?

The Colonial Secretary: (in explana-
tion) I never made such a statement.
I said the Government were making pro-
vision for a vessel that would have to he
built, and that vessel was to take the
place of the “Western Australia”? We
are ssking authority under this Loan Bill
for the construnefion of that vessel. The
vessel which the hon member is discussing
ts the Diesel ship which is intended to
bring chilled meat from Wyndham to
Fremantle and afterwards, when a fuor-
ther vessel has been secured, will trade
hetween Wyndham and London with
frozen meat,

Hon, W. PATRICK: Of course, the
leader of the Hlouse knows all about the
matter; but T, at any rale, undersiood
that if an additional steamer was required
it was for the purpose of taking the
place of the “‘Western Australia which
was notoriously unfit for the service and
losing money day by day. Had it not
been for Lhe fortunaie charter of the
“Western Australia” by the Imperial
Qovernment, it would have been advisable
{o take her out to the Indian Qeean and
blow her up, because that would be a
cheaper proposition than running her. I
am quite sure the leader of the House will
agree with me so far as that is concerned.
Surely if the establishment of a serviee
to the North-West was to secure eheaper
meat for the rest of the State, and if, as
alleged, the service so far as it has gone
has been successful in that respect—I do
ngt mean paying finaneially, but snceess-
ful from the point of view of redueing
the price of meat—an additional steamer,
if wanted, should be wanted to put on the
North-West coast. But evidently the pro-
cess was this: an inquiry was made as to
the cost of building & new steamer to re-
place the “Western Australia.”’ It was
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found that it would take too long to build
a pew obte, aod in the meantime the Gov-
ernment were offered the “Kangarco.”
The position is that we shall have a short-
age of shipping facilities on the North-
West coast, from Geraldtonto theextreme
North. No intermediate port will be
served except by the “Kwinana” This
new steamer will be unable to enter any
intermediate port between Fremantle
and the extreme North, The leader of
the House must be aware that before last
general elections, and before the general
elections of 1911, Labour members went
to Geraldton and practically told the Ger-
aldton people that they wounld have addi-
tional harbour facilities in the immediate
future. FPlans were prepared and a
scheme was completed and approved by
the Government, yet the Geraldton har-
bour is still in the distant future. In
looking over the list atiached to the Sup-
plementary Loan Bill I find not a single
farthing for the port of Geraldton, and
this new steamer, when it comes, will be -
unahle to eall at Geraldton to load wheat,
so T have been anthoritatively told. DMost
hon. memhers are aware that Geraldton
is the second port in the State for the
export of wheat, while it is the first for
ihe export of wool. I do not think any
Minister will deny that the people of Ger-
aldton were told at the last elections and
at the previous elections that if they re-
turned a supporter of the Labour
Government they would have their
harhour. Apparently the Government
supporter got so large a majority
that the Government thought they
were secure, and so there is not
a single peony for Geraldton in the
Loan Bill. Yet £42,000 is te be spent on
the jetty at Esperance. There are a
dozen farms in the Victoria district, of
which Geraldton is the port, that produce
in a season more wheat than the whole of
the Esperance distriet has produced
annually up to the present time.
It is disgraceful to propose to
spend £42,000 on a port like Es-
perance and neglect Geraldton, the
second port in the State—indeed, as T
have said, the first in respect to the ex-
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port of wool. As one of the representa-
tives of the Central Province, I strongly
protest against the neglect of that part
of the State and the fact that the Govern-
ment evidently do not intend in future to
make the port practicable for the hand-
ling of wheat in large quantities. There
are in the Bill numbers of Hems of much
less importance than the spending of
money on (Geraldton barbour works.
There are the clectric power station at
East Perth, and the Perth tramways; on
those two itemns £116,000 is to be spent.
Anyone whoe has studied transport in
cities during the last few years will agree
that tramways as at present eonstrueled
are behind the times, that these great
rumbling, noisy, rattling vehicles shonld
be serapped. There is no snggestion of
extending the tramway system in London,
and admittedly motor bnses are cheaper
to work, faster in point of despateh, and
more agreeable to travel in than are
trams, When the Government purchased
the tramway system they started on an
evil course, and financial disaster must in-
evitably wait upon them in this regard.
In r#spect to the purchase of this
steamer, I infend to vote for the excision
of the item. If the Government can
make a purchase of this kind without
consulting Parliament, they eould pur-
chase a whole fleet in the same way, and
borrow the money in the same way from
gsome insuranee company. It is the duty
of Parliament to begin at last to stop this
extravagance, especially at a time when
the Government do not know which way
to turn to seeure £108. The parlous con-
dition of the finances of Western Austra-
lia is proved by the faet that the Gov-
ernment have laid hands on the sinking
fund to the extent of £300.000. To my
mind, among the many blunders the Gov-
ernment have made that is the worst, and
the most unpardonable, the seizing of a
portion of the sinking fund, instead of
reducing the debt of the State, adding to
it. I cannot understand how anyone, by
any quibbling, ean snpport an aciion of
that kind; becaunse if, under the powers
which were supposed to have been given
to the Government, they can seize this
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money fo the extent of £300,000, there is
no reason why they cannot seize the
whole of the sinking fund in the same
way, aud invest the money in new
loans. As to the remarks of Mr. Sander-
son, who said that the poliey of the State
for the past 20 or 30 years had been to
engage in socialistic enterprises, I think
the hon. member forgot the great differ-
ence between enterprises which are in
the nature of monopolies and enterprises
which have to compete with the out-
side world. Qur railways constitute a
monopoly. The fares and freights
charged are entirely at the disere-
tion of the Government, with the
advice of the Commissioner. The
Coolgardie water scheme iz purely a
monopoly. Even when we entered upon
the runming of a line of steamers along
the coast we were venturing upon a par-
tial monopoly, but in entering on a ship-
ping enterprise to compete with the out-
side world, we are laonching into a purely
socialistic effort. The resujt of the work-
ing of such sehemes up to the present has
heen extremely disastrous in this State.
I shall certainly support the execision of
this £145,000.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (North-Kast)
[4.55]: I had not intended to speak on
the Bill. T was under the impression that
there were many in the Chamber who have
a knowledge of finance, and who would
deal with the guestion involved, but afier
lislening ta the utteranees of various
members, 1 have eome to the conelusion
that the Bill in one respect at least is
exactly the same as every other Bill in-
troduced during the session. Also it is like
various motions which have been moved.
Inm plain language, it is merely a medium
for the levelling of certain eriticism
against the administration of the Govern-
ment and more particularly in respect lo
that old familiar question, the State
Steamship Service, It iz unnceessary for
me to defend that. This Chambher was
not responsible for the initiation of the
service, and I do not think anyone has
ever tried to tack the responsibility on to
this Chamber. Bul the fact remains that
at least one member of the Chamber, not
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af all i line with the present Governmeut,
has on several occasions juslified that
service, In dealing with this, I wish to
refer to some criticism by Mr, Colebateh.
He appears to have a leaming towards sen-
sationalism, It does not matter at all
what subjeet comes up; it is not of the
slightest importance what his authority
mayx be, or indeed if he has any authority
at all; so long as he can make some sensa-
tional statement and keep the Government
replying is he satisfled. Tn this instance
‘he has been entirely successful. He has
managed to find an authority of some des-
eription—rather a questionable one it ap-
pears—and on that authority he has
staked his reputation that the Government,
in buying the smaller of two vessels have
paid for hoth. He tells us—and presum-
ably he wishes us to believe—that the
actual cost of this steamer, for which the
Government paid £140,000, was £60,000,
I presume he is prepared, or would he
if he were in that line of business, to
enter into a contract to buld her for that
money. But since he made that statement
he has slept, and has now decided that,
owing to the war, the steamer is probably
worth £140,000. In faet, it is such a good
bargain that if the Governmeat were to
repudiate their deal they would not have
the slightest frouble in gelting oui of it.
We have heard 2 good deal about mixed
metaphor, but it seems to me that more
than metaphor has been mixed during this
debate. There have arisen on various oc-
casions in this Chamber discussions as to
the authority of the Chamber, its duties
end powers in relation to Lhose of another
place. Like Dr. Saw, I have no intention
of dealing with that aspect of the question,
but it appears to me that the Counci! on
this ogeasion is being advised to take npon
iteelf a new responsibility. It is net a
question of defining the duties of either
House; it 15 merely that the Couneil is ad-
vised to fake upon itself the right to re-
pudiate the actions of the Government
and to dishonour the agreements entered
into by the Government. If this item of
£200,000 is deleted, undoubtedly that will
be the effect, and presumably the Couneil
is quite prepared to take that responsi-
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bility. I am not going lo plead with mem-
bers not tu Jo so, besause on the voling
strength they ean do it if they like. As
long as they understand what they are
doing, I merely wish to point out the posi-
tion ns [ view it. In speaking on the
State stenmship enterprise, Mr. Holmes,
who is undoubtedly acquainted with the
whole of the North-West in this State,
and of the condifions prevailiog there, ex-
pressed himsclf as being favourably dis-
posed towards the State Steamship Ser-
vice and said he considered that if pro-
perly run it would be justified. He also
made the stalement that he was confident
that if the Government were to come be-
fore this House with a request for author-
ity to purchase an additional steamer the
authority would be granted. I think the
hon. memher’s trust is misplaced more es-
pecially in view of Lhe speech made by Mr.
Jenkins, when that hon. gentleman stated
that he also would eut out the additional
amount which is provided for the pur-
chase of a hoat to replace the “Western
Australia.”” So far as the authority from
this Chamber is coneerned, I ihink Mr.
Holmes ¢an rest assured that no sueh aun-
thority will ever be given. Just as this
Chamber is not responsible for the State
Bleamship Service, if that service has
heen successful und bas done apything

towards opening up the North-West
portion of ihis State and towards
assisting the settlers wup there, it

ean take no eredit for what has been
done. The question of the Wyndham
Freezing Works is involved in that of the
State Steamship Serviee. Not only Mr.
Holmes, but T think almost every member
of this Chamber with the exception of
Mr. Cornell and Mr, Kirwan, agreed to
the Wyndham Freezing Works being
started. After hearing the evidence, how-
ever, of the members who represent that
particular province Mr. Cornell and Mr.
Kirwan were satisfled that it was not
economical 1o bring down live stock from
such a distance to the markets of the
metropolitan area, and accordingly agreed
to the proposal. In pursuance of that
policy the Government have deeided that
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it will be necesary to have a ship whieh
will take the meat when frozen from these
“works to the market. I thiok Mr. Holmes
agrees that when the works arve completed
it will be absolotely necessary to have a
steamer—and for the Government to run
her—that will take the meat from there to
market. Then comes the guestion of how
far abead the Government ave enlitled fo
look wlen putting their policy inlo elfest
in this divection. 1t certainly appears
that the works may not be ready for the
1917 season, There is a possibility that
this will be the case. By that time at
any rale the Government ave justified in
providing a steamer for Lhe purposes
whieh they have ountlined. It has been
mentioned that it will be impossible to get
a boat for that service at any time within
twelve months after the end of the war.
That being so, T want {o know on whai
" authority members say that it is too early
to think of buying a beat. T do not
know of any evidence whiech has heen
brought before us to show that the war
will termirate in three weeks’ time, and
that a stenmer conld be ordered and built
in such time as would enable her (o he
utilised for the 1917 season. Tt appears
to me that the only possible commoun-sense
course lo follow, if ihe Government re-
quire a sfeamer in 1917, is to take the

first opportunity that presents it-
self of procuring a suitable vessel. They
have taken that oppurlunity, and it

seems (o me that those who agreed with
the poliey now disagree wilh the action
of the Government in altempting to
carry it out. I do not intend to deal at
any length with the type of vessel, or the
engines installed in ler, and so forth.
That is a matler fur engineers and those
who are capable of advising the Govern-
ment on these matters. In  conneclion
with the question of oil fuel, Mr. Tolmes
referred particolarly o labour memberg
of Parliament, and wanted to know why
it was that we wonlil allow a vessel with
such engines installed in her to be pur-
chased by the present Government. In
my opinion, if oil fuel is more economical
than cogl for this particular service, it
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would he absolute pudness to allow any
other censideration (o enter info the cal-
A good deal has been said in
relerence o economieal
power production of oif and iliat of eoal.

culation.
the relative
If in ordinary chrcumstances oil fuel ean
compete with coal—and it is eontended
that it ean~how mueli more would oil
fuel be suitable for the North-West irade,
or for frade starting at Wyndhar, than
coal? Undoubtedly it was on account of
the peculiar circumstances survounding
that trade which were responsible for such
a hoal being recommended to the Gov-
ernment, and for {he Governwment pur-
chasing her. Wit regard to the {rouble
with firemen which was instanced by Mr.
olmes, T have repeatedly stated {hat
whilst 1 recognise hat 1 am bere io sup-
port the labourer in every possible way I
had yet (o learn that it is my duty to
support him when he aftempts to commit
any indelensible action. In matters of
this description T no more attempt to
defend tlie action of a labourer who does
what he shoud not de than hon, members
lere who represeni eommereial infercsis
allempl Lo defend ilose who have com-
mitled objectionable aetions in any parti-
cular direclion,  Although in this econ-
neelion it may he contended that we
should on all uceasions stick up for the
labourer, T do not consider that it is wd-
voeating his clnims to advise ihai men
should he engaged in any parlicular work
which does not Justily sneh engagement.
I have never advocated that in cases
where the proposition is not a husiness
one and does nol economically lend itself
to the further employment of labour men
should be employed in it. Although the
Governmenl have attempied to earry oul
tlns poliey, and allhough they represent
the labourers of this Slate, T do not think
it van be shown they have ever employed
men where men have not been required,
or that they have ever adopted anything
but the most economical methods of run-
ning the affairs of the country. 1 eould
nol guite understand whether Mr, Sand-
erson intended to support the deletion of
the iiem which has been referred io, but

he appeared {o me {o be opposed to State
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trading concerns. He has told us on
anmercus oceasions that hic not only de-
tests the present Government, hut that he
detesis more particularly their socialisiic

enterprises. He has often waxed elo-
quent on sueh questions. I have often
felt inclined to suggest that the hon.

wentleman should pen a hymn of hate on
the subjeci of socialism.

Hon, A, Sanderson: Hear, hear!
set it 1o music,

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: Other mem-
bers who are cqually vindietive, but do
not possess the lon. gentleman’s faeility
for expressing himself, have also given
vent to Lheir opinions on  this vexed
question of State socialism. Mr. Sand-
erson las instanced several other State
trading coneerns which he says are not
paying. This is not surprising, consider-
ing the demands which we have upoa our
State enterprises, No matier what the
enterprise may be, whether it he in (e
form ol railwavs or water schemes or
anyvthing of the kind, there is a rontinu-
ous outery for reduced charges and tor
hetter facilities irrespeetive of whether
the State trading concern ean afford to
concede hose demands or not. It is eon-
tended that the State trading concerns
are justified perhaps not from ihe point
of view of an immediate financial zain
but from the point of view of the ultimate
interests of the Siate, State trading con-
cerns are, therefore, working under a
serious handicap, and no one knows this
better than those hon. members who are
continually asking for coneessions in eon-
neciion with any given Slate undertak-
ing. | expected ihat members, who pos-
sess a knowledge of financial melhods,
would in dealing with {his question have
given some assistanee to the Government.
1 do not know whether the erilieism which
{hey have levelled at the Government has
been given in a friendly spirit or other-
wise. If it bhas been given in a friendly
wspirit then T have mistaken ils import.
1 suggest fhat the attempt is being made
io hamper the Government af Lhe pre-
sent juncture. Just now the question of
finanee is probhably the second greatest

You

question in any part of the British Em-_

pire. As a part of that Empire presum-
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ahly Weslern Ausiralia 15 feeling
strain as much as any other povtion oOF
the Fmpive. Tn the difliculties which have
had to be laced of flinancing the State
durinz these times ol stress lhe finaneinl
pressure has been exceedinaly wreaf, but
notwithstanding  all  1hese difliculties, T
have failed to see forthecoming any assist-
ance from tlose who sit in opposition 1o
the (iovernment. Whether they consider
that any means they can adopt are justi-
fied %o long as these will enable them to
heiitile and hamper the Government in
connection with their fnancial policy 1
do not know, The fact remains, however,
that although assistance was promised
from these members none has so  far
heen given, either in the nature of ad-
vice or friendly eriticism in ovder to help
the State to tide iiself over the present
finaneial crisis.

Hon. J, Duffell:

the

They are tmparting it

N,
Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Here we
have the lLoan  Bill, unquestionably a

messure dealing with a variely of sub-
jeels, but practically the only matter
mentioned is that whiech has brought
about the attack on the State Steamship
service, and with the attack comes the
inlimation that members are going to re-
pudiate some of the financial engage-
ments entered into by the preseni Gov-
ernment.  1f that is {riendly advice, then
T say it has wiven me a different idea of
friendship {o that which T previously
held. T am net going to pleast with Ton.
members not to delete the item or to
plead thai the deletion eannot be given
effect to on constitutional grounds, he-
cause I know perfeetly well that il it
pleases (his  Tlouse members can vote
against the item, But let me remind
them that they have to take the respon-
sibility of their actions. I am not mak-
ing any threats as to what will happen
but so long as they are prepared to take
the financial affairs of this State out of
the hands of the Government they must
also be prepared fo take the consequences.
I believe they are prepared fo take the
cansenuences, but whether or not, I am
going to do my best, if the question of
finance erops up, to bring home to them
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what has been done on this occasion, and
on previous oceasions by them. Where
the Government engage in a certain
poliey and this Chamber takes action
whiclk tends te cripple that policy they
will also have to take a certain amount
of the responsibility for the failure of
that policy. Personally, I would sooner
have seen the Legislalive Council refuse
lo agree in any way to or to countenance
the establishment of a State Steamship
Service, than that they should have per-
mitted the Slate Steamship Service to
come wio exislence, and now turn round
and  endeavour to eripple something
which is an asset to this State and which,
io be logical, they should never have al-
lowed, on the prineiples whieh they hold,
{o come into existence at all. However,
after allowing the State Steamship Ser-
vice to go along a certain course, this
House now proposes to take the oppor-
tnnity of attemptling to strangle it. I
do not know whether hon. members will
he suceessful, but the fact remains that
thar is what they are attempting. As I
said, I have no intention of pleading
with hon. members to refrain from de-
leting the item, because T am aware that
they are acting with their eyes open, and
that they will have to take the respon-
sibility.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) [5.16]:
Tt seems to me that whether or not we
pass this measure makes not the slightest
difference, because the powers that be,
the people at present in authority, have
given it as their deeision that, no mafter
what any House of Parliament may do,
they will carry out their policy notwith-
standing. That is the position we have
to face. 1 am not going to oppose this
Bill now, because it is too late. The
money has been spent, and spent in de-
fiance of both Houses of Parliament.
That is how I feel ahout the matter, but
I wish to poinl out a few facts which
may influence even hon. members like
the last speaker. In connection with Mr.
Millington’s appeal on behalf of the ship-
ping enterprise, I will ask him, what was
the ohject with which the Government
entered into this particular business? It
was for the purpose of injuring firms
and individuals who had done more for
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the uplifting and the development of this
State than twenty such Governmenis as
at present exist here eould have done or
would have done. The objeet was to
smash the meat ring, The Colonial See-
retary used fo cry out, “Meat ring! Meat
ring! Meat ring!’ We hear nothing
about that now, and I say the State
Steamship Serviee has failed in its ob-
jeet, The steamers that the Government
said were to be a benefit to the small
pastoralists have been a curse to them.
When the Government forced themselves
into Lhe shipping business for the pur-
pose of beating the so-ealled miquitous
meat ring, there were three steamers run-
ning from Wyndham to Fremantle in the
callle frade. To-day there is only one.
The market is just as good here; it is
hungering for meat; and f{he meat is in
the North-West. The entry of the West
Australian Government info the shipping
industry has heen a cwrse from that
slandpoint to the people of the far
North. I challenge contradiction of that
statement. The constitntional aspect of
ihe matter T shall not diseuss at length,
because [ do not know enough about it;
but T want to take it from an ordinary,
common-sense point of view. If as is
argued by some hon. members, and ap-
parently in all good faith, we have no
right or power to interfere with this Bill,
what is the use of bringing the Bill to
this House for discussion? We have, in
fact, the right to throw the Bill out, to
make suggestions, and even to alter the
ordinary clauses of the Bill. What bene-
fit has resulted from the State Steamship
Service? Has a profit been shown? Has
the “Western Australia” heen a success?
Has the “Kwinana,” which was asserted
to he the finest eattle boat on the eoast.
proved a success? I venture to say that
when depreciation has heen written off
the “Kwinana” that steamer will show a
substantial loss, after she has been
serapped, as she will have to he very
soon. Qur friends of the Labour party
are now very keen on the oil question. T
myself was never very keen on Collie
coal, because it was subjeet to spon-
taneous combustion. I know ahout this,
because at the time 1 was handling
steamers. On account of the liability to
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spontangous combustion I had to stop Lhe
steamers I handled from taking Collie
eoal, To my regret I was forced to adopt
that course by the objections of the in-
surance companies. Now, owing to the
greater depth from which Collie coal is
obtained, the danger of spontaneous
combustion has disappeared. Even the
mail boats will now take Collie coal. And
yet our friends of the Labour party are
prepared to scrap-heap the Collie coal
industry in order to purchase oil from
coloured people in the Orient and from
Ameriea. They are going to place them-
selves in the hands of a trust, whieh is
to build tanks here, while they have been
relurned to Parliament for the purpose
of fighling trosts all the time. Not only
have all these socialistic enterprises been
a dismal and horrible failure, but they
have, in my opinion and in that of every
thinking man, prevented those who would
have made a suecess of these enterprises
from coming here and taking hold of
them. That is the trouble we are facing,
and we mayv as well realise it. I do not
want a general election—although it does
not matter to myself—because I think a
general eleciion is one of the worst things
that could happen to this State at the
present time. But unless the two Houses
combined ean stop the socialistic rot that
has set in, a general election would be a
blessing, even though in disguise. In re-
ply to the hon. member who spoke sneer-
ingly about friendly eriticism in this
Chamber, I have to say that criticism
here, though undoubtedly severe at times,
is not so severe as the cireumstances call
for.

Hon. GC. F. BAXTER (East) [5.23]:
T did not intend to speak on this ques
tion, but so much has been said regard-
inz the position of the Council that [
feel it a duty to state my views. T am
oppnsed to the purchase of the “Kanga-
roo.”” as I am opposed to most of the
soeialistic enterprises of the Govern-
ment; and T am greatly surprised at the
tenor of remarks made by certain hon.
members this afternoon. Those members
spoke of the Couneil as being in opposi-
tion to the Government all the time,
That is not correct. Over and over again
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this Chamber has passed amounts which
tad beeu spent months and monihs prior
to their authorisation. But are we going
to continue doing that? I myself do not
feel like it. This Diesel ship, I under-
stand, has been purchased and is well on
its way to Australia. For the good of
the country we must put our foot down
some time, and I feel like putting it
down now. We are told that the Diesel
type of vessel has been adopted for rea-
sons of economy. Can the manager of the
State Steamship Service show that’ this
type is economicel? Has he had the ex-
perience entitling him to make suech a
statement? Flas any man in this State
had the experience entitling him to state
that the Diesel type of vessel should be
adopted on the score of economy? I do
not think so. The point certainly remains
to be proved here, where we shall have to
ereet speeial oil stations and obtain speci-
ally qualified men to run the vessel, and
where all the expenses will be inereased,
My own view is that the Diesel type will
prove more expensive here than the
ordinary type of hoat run by eoal, Then
we are told that the Diesel ship was
bought on the recommendation of Sir
John Biles. But no trace of any such
recommendation can be found. I hope
the Colonial Secretary, when replying,
will clear up the mystery in that direc-
tion.

The Colonial Secretary: I will clear
up a lot.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: There is a lot
to be cleared up, and the Colonial Seere
tary will be a wonderfully clever man if
he clears it all up. Tn any case, I duv not
intend to support the Government in the
purchase of more boats. TIn other words,
I intend to vote against the amount of
£55,000, hecanse if we agree to grant
that ampunt we agree to the poliey of the
Government in purchasing more vessels.
to which policy I for my parl am
strongly opposed. In reply to criticisms
on the action of the Couneil in adjourn-
ing last week, I say right here that I
supported the adjournment with the de-
liberate object of trying fo get the Land
Act Amendment Bill through for one
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thing, the Liquor Bill through for
another, and the wheat question pul on
a satisfactory hasis also, before DParlia-
ment prorogues. Even the Minister for
Lands bas stated that some legislation
may he needed in connection with the
wheat question. I think there can be no
doubt of it. As matters stand at pre-
sent, the wheat problem is in a very un-
satisfactory positzon. That problem is
one of the most important feaiures of
the dayv, and 1 do nol think Parlia-
ment” should adjourn until evervihing is
working saiisfactorily in the handling of
the harvest. Indeed. T inlend to oppuse
the prorogation of Pavliament unhl the
matter has heen adequaiely dealt with.
The same applies to {he Tand Rill. M.
Cornell, who 1 observe has Jeft the Cham-
ber, binied that fthe Connlry tembers
lere ave the tail of a party

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: The last joint,

Hon. . F. BAXTER : Doing {lieir
hest to put the Government out of ollice.
In view of the way Bills are sent fo this
Chamber and arve insisted on without any
allowanee being made for amendments
by this Cliamber, T say that if the Gov-
ernment do not adopt a different aiti-
tude, ithen tlie sooner we put them out of
office and put some sivonger Government
in office, the better it will be for the
econnlry generally.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [5.29]:
This debaie, to my mind, has bhoiled it-
self down to three poinis. One is the
constitutional aspect of the purchase of
the Diesel ship.  Another is the poliey
of the Government. The third is, what
are the effecls of that policy. We have
been told here, and it has heen stated in
another Chamber, that from a eonsiitu-
tional standpoint the Government were

- not justified in issuing dehentures for the
purchase of the vessel. T should like.
however, to hear something as to what
the effect would be on the financial
standing of ihis State if Parliament re-
pudiated ihe liability of the Government
for the purchase. I am inclined fo be-
lieve the Government were, to a certain
extent, justified in purehasing the
“Kangareo.” The unfortunate part of
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the whole episode seems to me lo be that
the secretary of the Fremanile Harbour
Trust, being enirusted with thie manage-
ment of a State cuterprise, the State
Steamship Service, involving a very con-
siderable  ameunt of meney, found
himself in the position of having a boat
which not only this Chamber but another
place eriticised as being a boat un-
worlhy of the service, a steamer that
c¢ould wot be run at a profit, and whieh
must result in financial loss to the enter-
prise as a whole. On looking through
that file it is seen that the Secretary of
the Harbouwr Trust found himself in the
position that he was foreed lo gel rid
of that boat, and if T remember rightly
lie even went (o the extent of recom-
nmending the Government that it would
he belter lo cancel the North-West con-
fract rather than coniinue operating the
sorviee with that steamer. T have no
hesitalion in saying that he was justified
in making that recommendation. The
wenera] class of steamer that she was, the
consumption of ecal and the conditions
attached to her, made it impossible for
the nundertaking to become a snccess. I
am referring now to the file and on look-
ing over it [ also find that the Seeretary
of the Harbonr Trust came to the con-
elusion tha! lie must secnre some other
steamer. The unfortunale position to my
mind is that whilst the Sceretary was
perfectly jusiified in lTooking for anofher
steamer, he did not secure a slieamer to
take the place of ihe “Western Aus-
tralia.”  Againsi  that e secared &
sicamer fo he engaged in the oversea
irade for two or three years to come. I
do not think it was ever intended by the
Ciovernment that when they commenced
this enterprise they should embark in
the oversea trade, but it seems to me
that out of a small beginning the enter-
prise is growing daily. TFrom the stand-
point of the purchase of this vessel in

.order Lo replace a steamer for the coastal

irade, T do not think it can be argued for
one minute by this Chamber that that
sieamer ean he ntilised for the North-
TWest mail service. On the other hand,
we are told in connection with the freez-
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ing works which are under consideration
that it was essential that the Government
should have a steamer to carry frozen
meat from Wyndham to Fremantle, and
if that is the case put up by the Govern-
ment ] am inclined to agree with themn
even to the extent of purchasing the
“Kangarco” at ihe price they paid. Tt
will be useless in my opinion to continue
to expend money on the Wyndham
Freezing Works unless the Government
have some class of vessel suitable to carry
away frozen meat, but the dilemma I
find myself in is that at the present time
tenders are being invited for the convey-
ange of mails to the North-West and the
Government have purchased a sieamer
which will not fill the requirements of
the tender, and we are now faced with a
vole of £200,000 so that part payment
may he made in conneetion with the par-
chase of another steamer. L should like
1o know whether the £55.000 is for that
purpose, and whether it is possible for
the Government to make any arrange-
menls to continue the service in lhe event
of ihe present steamer heing taken away
from them, knowing as we do know that
the “Kangaroo” will not fill the require-
ments of the mail service. But what then
is the position of the State Stemmnship
Service from a coastal standpoint? 1
remember when I was standing for the
West P’rovince and differing somewhat
from my friend Mr, Connor, that was a
burning question in the metropolitan
area, and I think quite a number of the
Liberal candidates seeking election for
another place advocated, if necessary, the
purchase of a steamer for the convey-
anee of stock from the North-West to
Fremanile. When the present Govern-
ment eame into power, it is unfortunate
for them that they embarked on the
steamship poliey with sueh a class of
vessel, bhut having started it, and the
management having found” themselves in
the position that more steamers were
necessary. or that steamers of a hetter
class were required, the Seeretary of the
Harbour Trust then in his endeavour to
do what he considered the correct thing
recommended the purchase of the
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*Kangaroo” by the Government, I am
inclined to think instead of having bought
ihe “Kangaroo” the Government might
have looked around in order to purchase
n steamer which would have filled the
requirements of the North-West trade
and for the development of that portion
of the State. I believe o some extent
this Government or any other (tovern-
ment 15 warranted in  hringing into
operation some service that will help our
great North-West territorv. We have
heard it argued that the North-Western
portion of the Slate has heen pioneered
for many vears by private sleamship
comparnies. I amr prepaved to ndmit that
those compinies hrought iheir steamers
to a very high siandard indeed, hat for
all that, 1he service of the North-West
was not what it should lhave heen in
order to develop thal part of Lhe State
in ihe inlerests of the people. But as
I have already said, having dectded to
bring into operation thiz poliev, (he un-’
fortunate thing in eonneclion with it has
heen that the elass of sleamers engaged
is not suitable to the (rade with perhaps
the exeeplion of (he “Kwinana? We
have heard a good deal of the purchase
of the “Kangareo™ and about the price
given for that steamer. T have no hesita-
tion in saying that in ordinary {imes that
steamer might have heen built for the
sum of moncy siated by Mr. Colebateh.
We are not in normal times now and I
venture {o say that if the sum is deleted
the Government will not be serionsly
handicapped beeanse T believe that within
12 meonths from date, with the very high
freights ruling, they will be able to write
off sufficient from the earnings of that
hoat to sell her at practieally no loss to
the community.  Sizteen or seventeen
months ago freights for nitrates from
Western America to the Old Country
were 16s. a ton. To-day thev are no
less than 88s, a ton. Sixteen months ago
wheat freights from the Commonwealth
to the O0ld Country were down as low as
28s. To-day an endeavour is being made
to met freight at 85s. Tt is not a matter
of freight; it is a question of tonnage,
so that In 12 months’ time with the
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“Kangaroo” operating, with reasonably
good Iuck, I have not the slightest donbt
that the vessel will have made sufficient
money, that she ean be written down and
no more loss will accrue to this country.
Perbaps it is unfortunate that the first
party in Australia to introduce an oil
engine and lahour-saving appliances
should be the Labonr party, hut of eourse
the present Government, like every other
employer .of labour, did not take long to
discover that there were many disadvan-
tages under which they had to work, 1t
will perhaps be remembered in connection
with the “Western Australia” the Gov-
ernment provided the men’s passages to
ihe 014 Country and back again and paid
them the eoastal rate of wages from Fre-
mantle to London. The men were kept in
London, paid their full rate of wages all
the time and when they returned, I am
not exaggerating when I stale that the
total cost to the State was
" against the cost that might have been in-
curred by a private oversea company of
£600. Therefore, when the Government
find themselves confronted with the faet
that this was one of the results of running
a line of steamers they naturally decided
thal labour-saving appliances would avert
considerable irouble. I think that en-
couragement to one of our loeal industries
might have been considered by the Gov-
ernment when purchasing this oil vessel,
but although T am interested in the Collie
coal industry, I am not taking exception to
what the Government have done. In their
opinion the conclusion that they arrived
at was justified owing to the conditions
under which the serviee had to be eon-
ducted. I find myself in a dilemma and
certainly wonld like to be enlightened
becanse ¥ do not think the Government
were justified in expending, without ref-
erence fo Parliament, the large sum of
£145000. At the same time, I do not
agree to take the responsibility of voting
to support an amendment to delete a sum
of money and by so doing reflect against
the credit of this State. It appears to me
that the boat having been purchased and
the debentures having been issned—and
we come back then to one of Mr. Cornell’s

£2,600, as
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old savings, a pious protest baviog been
entered—we may allow the matter to pass,
but we should either delete the remaining
£55,000 or get an assurance from the
leader of the House that no other steamer
of any desceription will be purchased with-
ont the consent of Parliament. If we
vote the sum of £55000 which would
represent only a very small portion of the
cajrital cost of the steamer we shall be
committing ourselves to an expenditure
of probably £200,000. Unless the Colonial
Secretary is prepared to give the Iouse
an assurance that no deposit will be paid
on any steamer, that no purchase will be
eflected or that no agreement wiil be en-
tered into for any other class of boat, I
shall vote in favour of the amendment.

Hon. W. Patrick: In that case the
Government would not need the money.

Hon. R J. LYNN: J am convinced that
it we vote the £55,000 we shall be giving
the Government the first instalment for
the purchase of a new hoat. While T am
not disposed to favour the deletion of
the £145,000, T am disposed to reduce
the amount by £55,000.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [5.46]:
Before dealing with the points raised in
conneciion with the porchase of the
“Kangaroo,” 1 propose to supply the
House with information asked for by
different members dealing with varions
items in the Loan Biil. Mr. Colebatch
asked wheiher the Agricultural Bank had
heen properly provided for. I have ob-
tained from the Under Treasurer a state-
nment which will convey the information
the hon. gentleman requires:—

Under the Loan Aect of lasi year,
£500,000 was provided for the Agrienl-
tural Bank, of which amount only
£38,058 has heen expended up to the
30th June last, leaving a balanee of-
£401,942 still available for new capital
expenditure of the Bank. It is antiei-
pated thal no more than £200,000 will
be drawn from this balance during this
financial  year, therefore leaving
£261,942 still available to cover the
period up to Mareh 1917, which is cou-
sidered ample for requirements, and
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under those ecirecumstances it was not
considered necessary to provide any-
thing further on the Loan schedule.

AMr. Colebateh asked whether we could
raise the money represented in the Loan
Bill. This is a question which it is ab-
solutely impossible for me to reply to af
present, We have had no definite assnr-
ance from the Commonweaith Government
in econnection with this matter but we
have agreed that, whatever money may be
raised, the necessities of the war must
-be the first consideration, The hon, mem-
ber also inquired which works would get
precedence. This is a matter which most
he left to Cabinet. Cabinet will consider
the matter when they are in a posilion io
know exaclly what amount they are likely
to he able to raise and the more important
works will receive first consideration. Re-
garding the electric power secheme, in con-
neclion wilk which Mr. Colebatch asked
for some information, I have obtained
from the Commissioner of Railways the
following partienlars:—

The vote as printed reads “Electric
power station, East Perth,” but covers
in addifion to that allied works and
extensions to the lighting and power
scheme. The ring main which has been
installed through the City for lighting
and power puarposes, including power
for the tramways and the equipment of
suh-stations on the ring main, is in-
eluded in the expenditure. The con-
struction of the fransmission lines for
conveying the current to centres omt-
side of Perth is also included. The
extensions are necessary to enable the
new power station to fulfil its proper
functions. The amounts which have
been provided on the Estimates include
provision for the transmission line to
Midland Junection which is to supply
the railway workshops, and the erection
and equipment of a sub-station there.
In addifion, contracts have been ecom-
pleted with the Guildford and Midland
Junetion municipal councils and West
Guildford roads board and others for
the supply of current off this line. The
eost of erecting and equipping the sub-
stations and making the necessary con-
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nections for these supplies are in-
cluded. Provision has also been made
for the erection of a transmission line
from Perth to Fremantle. In this con-
nection negotiaitons are in progress to
supply current to the Fremantle Muni-
cipal Tramways and Lighting Beard,
which inclades the Fremantle tram-
ways, the municipalities of Fremantle
and East Fremantle, and other loeal
bodies within a radins of five miles
from Fremantle, and also all Govern-
ment departments within the same area
as wel] as the Naval Base at Cockburn
Sound. There is also in contemplation
the erection of a transmission line to
Waongong to supply ewrrent for work-
ing the Commonwealth gunarries, which
are to supply the stone for the Naval
Base works. Tf this line is constructed
it is also hoped to snpply current to
the Gosnells, Kelmseott, and Armadale
districts. These extepsions will enable
the ontput from the power house to be
increased and the generating costs cor-
respondingly decreased, thus assisting
in the finaneial success of the under-
taking. In addition, provision has been
made for possible eontingencies and ex-
penditure whiech may be found neces-
sary during the period extending up to
March, 1917. With the exception of
the liabilities already incurred for con-
tracts and other works in progress, the
expenditure for which provision is be-
ing made is eontingent npon the vari-
ous unndertakings contemplated being
earried out.

Mr. Colebatch also wanted to kmow the
present eondition and the future pros
pects of the State fish supply. Since the
1st July there has been expenditure in ex
cess of receipts to the extent of about
£650. It is impossible to say how muct
of that is loss, because adjustments have
to be made in connection with coal and
stores and sundry other items. The out-
put of fish during the winter months de-
creased fairly sobstantially, We had
reached an output of eight tons of fish
per week, and it decreased to five tons
owing largely to the stormy weather
which prevailed for several months. The
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“Una™ had to put in at Geraldton and
had to remain at Fremantle in some eases
for two or three days owing to the rough
weathér, and it will be realised what a
serious effect auy depreciation in the sup-
ply of fish means when I say that every
additional ton of fish which comes down
represents an additional £30 to the rail-
way revenue per week, or £200 per month.
What we are setling out to do, and what
we intended to do from the commence-
ment, is o increase the supply of fish to
something like 15 tons per week, and the
faet that we have not heen able to do it
in the last three or four months is due
almost entirely to the rough weatiher,
Most of the £4,000 in the Loan Bill for
the fish supply has been spent. We took
over the “Una” from the State Steamship
Service, and hdd to fit her up with ice-
boxes. We purchased s river boat which
is being used as a depot boat at Shark
Bay and ice-hoxes also had to be con-
structed in her. We had also fo provide
equipment, and the amount spent out of
loan altogether represents £2,800. The
balance of the money is required for the
purpose of extending the supply to Fre-
mantle and opening in other localities if
sufficient inducement offers. There is no
doubt the State fish supply should be put
on a sound basis as soon as possible, and
if the Government get into recess T intend
to give it my personal attention. There
should be no loss, and I can assare the
Hounse there shall be no loss. If there is
a loss, the enterprise will be closed down
very quickly, Mr. Colebatch also asked
for some information in connection with
the £80,000 advances on ore and working
expenses at the Ravensthorpe smelter.
He said it was a most unbusinesslike pro-
ceeding to borrow money for the working
expenses of an enterprise of this kind.
I have obtained a statement from the
Mines Department which clearly sets out
the position as follows:—

A copper smelfing proposition in-
volves long delay in getting returns,
and mongy has to be provided for cur-
rent expenses up to the time when
the product is sold. The expenses
of mining the ore, taking it to the
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swelter, smelling it and sending
the product lo market have all to
be met out of money in hand before
one penny is refurned from the sale.
There is nothing any more unbusiness-
like in borrowing money to meet the
working expenses of a smelter than
there is in borrowing money from a
bank to meet expenses of putting in
harvesting a crop of wheat. The smel-
ter is lhe sounder proposition in faet,
for the amount of metal that will be
obtained is definitely known before anyv
money is advanced upon if, while the
amount of wheat to he returned from a
field is doubtful unfil it is ready for
harvesting. ‘The price at whieh the
produce will be sold is just as likely to
vary in the one ease as the other. Tn
ihe particular case of the Phillips River
smelting works, the figures of the first
campaign will show how ihe maiter
works out. The subsequent operations
are still too incompleie to allow very
definite fignres to be put forward.
Seven thouvsand nine hundred and fifty
tons of ore were smelted in the first
campaign, and advances were made
after assay of the ore of approximately
£19,500. The aciual working costs of
smelting in this run were aboul £25,300,
of converting and sending product to
Albany abont £2,800, insurance £1,000,
total £48,600. Interest on all expendi-
ture up to time of rcceiving returns and
one-third of the capital cost of pufting
the works into order to begin with
(arranged to be spread over three
years), will come to about £3,100 more,
making a total outlay of £51,700 on
this campaign. Against this we have
advice that the first shipment of maftte
per ss. “Borda” has realised £20,029,
that the realisation of blister copper
per ss. “A 367 approximates £27,500,
and that the blister copper per ss.
“Cufie” will yield ahout £23,000, giv-
ing an estimated return of £70,529.
Deducting all expenses, £51,700, it
leaves a balance pavable to sellers of
ore of £18,829,
Now we come to the “Kangaroo.” Mr.
Colcbateh stated that we bought one ship
and paid for two, He added—
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There were 1wo ships being built for
ihe same company. the East Asiatic
Company, of Copenhagen, Denmark.
One was called the “Panama” and the
other is now called the “Kangaroo.”
The “Panama” was compleled at the
end of Mareh of this year; the “Kan-
waroo” was completed a month or two
fater. The West Austraban Govern-
ment paid for boil those ships.

Mr. Culebateh based his statement on an
artide in the Teraro Star, a trade sheet
whieh 12 out te boom a pariicular class
of rvofing material made in Texaco and
is evidently deeply interesied in oil. I
have had a litile experience of svme of
ihese Yanker advertising journals  In
fact, one was placed in my hands to as-
the

sist me when | was introducing
Weights and Measures Bill. It is en-

titled “An Abndged Course ot Instrue-
tion for Toledo Scales Salesmen,” and in
parading its own honesty and exposing
the rottenness of an opposition show it
reproduced an advertisement from a con-
temporary which is well worlls reading—
Can you do this on your scale? Buy

20 pounds pork leins al nine cenis. a
pound retail them to yvoor tride at the
same price and get vour money back?
We can on onr seale and make vou 3
per cent, profit besides, LI vour busi-
ness anwounls to 10 dollars a day sales
we can carn you 30 cents, in fractions
viu don'iowet now, Thirty cents a day
means you buy this scale fur 180 days.
How long have you been in business?
How many have vou boonght in that
time? Think of il. One scale lasts for
six months. et our man prove this.

Moneyweight  Scales  Company, 47
State-mtreet,  Chieago, 1Il.

The PRESIDENT: I do
this is relevani to the Bill,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: My
object is in show ihe class of malter
which appears in some of the Yankee
catalozues.

The PRESIDENT: The question 18
the Supplementary Loan Bill, second
reading.

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY:
am taking the opportanily of showing

not  tlonk
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the natare of the catalogue which the
lion. genfleman  has submitted to rhe
House as an authority,

Hon. J. ¥, Cullen:
frade journal.

The COLOXTAL. SECRETARY :
Very much on the same lines and just
as much entitled 1o the confidence and
respect of readers, The Teraco Stuar’
Sﬂ..\'.q—-

A moter ship ol 9,015 tons carrying
capacity was built tor the Tast Asiatie
Company, of Copenhagen, at a cost of
460,000 doliars, ,

In the first place let me say that the
“Panamna” was completed in March and
was huilt in Copenhogen, the “Kan-
garon”’ was not completed until towards
the end of last month, 10 be precise, 22nd
Nctober, and was built by Messrs. Har-
innd and Wolff, of Glasgow and Relfast.
In the second place, Mr. Colebatch quotes
the earrying eapacity of the “Panama”
agninst the deadweight tonnage of the
“Kangaroon.”

Hon. H. P, Colebatchi; No,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member did; it is in the Tereco
Ster.  This journal shows the carryving
rapacity of the vessel, which is quile a
different thing from the deadweight cap-
acity. The Teraca Star states thai the
“Panama” will earey 9,035 tons-—that js
by measuremeni, Now, it will be inier-
esting to members io lenrn that the carry-
ing capacity of the “Kangaroo” on the
basis of eubie measurement works out at
abont 8,230 lons, so 1hai the “Panama”
is less than 10 per cent. larger than the
“Iangaron”™ and not half as big again,
as siated by Mp, Colehatch. As rerards
the cost of the “Nangaroo,” 1 would pre-
fer a more reliable authorily than a Texi-
can trade journal, whieh s interested in
oil and evidently bent on pushing oil in-
teresis for all it is worth, But I will
addmit thal if the contraet for the “Pan-
ama” had been let hefore the war and no
provision made to impose extra charges
consesjuent on the war she could have
heen completed for mueh less than under
other circumstances. It is undeniable that
ile cost of ships has gone up, and gone

Quite a different
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up considerably owing lo increased wages
and increased cost of material and in-
creased cost of manufacture generally.
We have evidence of that in the ease of
the #“Western Australia.” McCaul & Co.
advised us that that vessel, if sent to
London, would fetch from £60,000 to
£70,000 owing to the searcity of ships,
but that if we waited until the war ended
she would bring only about £22,000. We
have proof also of the heavily increased
value of ships from the Agent (feneral
I have been in communication with the
Agent General through the Colonial
Treasurer and I received the following
reply from him during the last few
days—

Referring to your eable 19th Novem-
ber of this year, price for building at
present time judged from tenders re-
ceived for vessels which Government
allow te be built are double what they
were two years ago for mercantiie work
such as “Kangaroo.” Government per-
mission is not being given to build so
the vessel could not he got except by
purchase, but if got by building would
have cost donble that in ordinary times
current prices taken paid. Following
are instances prices taken from pub-
lished records recent sales. “Schleisen”
5,500 tons, built 1907, sold January
this year £65,200, resold in September
£120,000 sterling. “Ramstad” 2,761
tons. built 1907, sold November, 1911,
£23,000 sterling, resold 1914, £44.500
sterling, rtesold September this yea:
£68,000 sterling. “Aldgate” 3,547 fons,
built 1903, cost to build £35,000, sold
September, 1913, £26,000, offer of
£57,500 sterling in September refused.
“Chirley” 3,528 tons, built 1901, sold
1909 £22,000 sterling, resold Oectober
this vear £60,000 sterling, “Sophia,”
3,223 tons, built 1901, sold March last
vear £21,000 sterling, resold October
this year £70,000 sterling. Could quote
many other instances. New vessel
built “San  Franeisco” 5,000 tons,
geared turbines, sold last month,
£160,000. T may possibly cable you
further.

" That eable was received from the Agent
QGeneral on the 20th November this year.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: You did not buy
in the open market.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
sting of Mr. Coebateh’s remarks lies, not
in the assertion lhat we had to pay a
high price, but that we have been vie-
timised, that the East Asiatic Company
zot at us fo the tune of £80,000, and that
they ade us pay a price which covered
two ships which were under construction.
That is the charge levelled at us by Mr.
Colebateh, 1If there is even a shade of
truth in that statement, then there is not
only something rotten in the state of
Denmark, but sowething very rotten in
the state of Great Britain. We had as
our adviser Sir John Biles, whose ser-
vices we retained early in 1914, We had
had such bitter experience with one ves-
sel, which we obtained on faully advice,
that we were determined not to secure
anoilier except on thg best advice pos-
sible. That best adviee was the advice of
a man who was, and is, in the confidence
of the British Admiralty, who is adviser
to the British Naval Department, to His
Majesty’s India Office and to the Com-
monwealth Government of Australia, Sir
John Biles told us that the price was
high, hut not unreasonable. It will be
seen from a letter on the file lying on
the Table of the House that he also said
—and it has heen referred to by Mr.
Colebateh to-day; he only diseovered it
this aftexnocon—that the “Kangaroo” is
admirably adapted for the Australian
trade. In another letter addressed to his
agent, Mr. Denny, on the 20th July last
also appearing on the file—in conse-
quenee of different cables we sent making
anxious inguiries abont this vessel to as-
certain if there were any possible defects
—S8ir John Biles wrote—

You may rely that when we make a
proposal to you we are sufisfied it is

a good one.

Hon. W. Kingsmiil:
have an agent?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: His
letter continues—

When a proposal is made which has

any drawbacks to it, these will be

stated to vou, so that it is guite un-

necessary for vou to cable and ask us

Why does he
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if any proposal we make is satisfac-

tory.
Y.oreover, Sir John Biles was on the
“Kangaroo” when she was making her
trials on the 22nd October, and expressed
his satisfaction with her in every way.
Not only (hat, but he personally recom-
mended the engineers and the capiain,
and hag laken a very deep interest in the
malter from the very commencement.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Be-
fore lea I was endeavouring to indicate
the altitude of Sir Joln Biles in respect
to proposals which he considered safis-
factory. 1 poinied out that Sir John
Biles resented our aclion in submitting
to him what he considered uonecessary
queries and wrote under date of the 29th
July through his agent in this State as
follows—

You may rely that when we make a
proposal o you, we are salisfied it is
a good one. Wlhen a proposal is made
which has any drawbacks to it, Lhese
will be stated to you, so that it is quile
unnecessary for you to cable and ask
us if any proposal we malie is satis-
factory.

Mr. Colebateh stated that Sir John Biles
never reecommended (lus veszel. Yet Sir
John Riles said that she was admirably
adapted for the Australian trade. On
top of that he wriles in lhe lefier from
which I have gquoted—

When a proposal is made which has
any drawbacks to il, these wili be
stated to you, so that it is quile un-
necessary for you to eable and ask us
if any proposal we make is saiisfae-
tory.

Moreover, Sir John Biles, in accordance
with our instructionrs, was on the ship
on the 22nd Oclober when she was under-
going her frials, and lie reporled that
she was satisfaclory in every way. Be-
fore we azreed 1o prrchase fhe ship, we
made a stipulation that she should not
be taken over, and that ihe purchase
money should not be paid, until trials
had been made which were satisfactory

(93]
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to Sir John Biles. Those trials were
made on the 2Znd OQectober last, and,
according to the report we have received,
they were in every way satisfactory. It
is on Sir Jobn Biles’s advice we have
bought the ship, and there is no greater
authority. He tells us the proposal has
no drawhacks, that, if it had, he would
say s0, and ihat he would not make a
proposal if he did not consider it a good
one, 1f we were paying the price of two
ships, it would not be a good proposal.
It would be a fraud of ithe worst kind,
a frand perpetrated on a Government,
# fraud which would blast Sir John
Biles’s repulation, and no doubl leave
him open to the penalties of the law.
That Sir John Biles would lend himself
{o imposifion, permit himself 1o be
duped, would not cross the mind of any-
one acquainted with that gentleman’s
traditions. Then there are Harland and
Wolff, a firm who will net tender at
a fixed price for a ship, a firm with such
a high reputation that they can afford to
say, “If you want a ship, we will build
it for you and charge you the cost with
so much per cent. added.” Tlat a firm
of such standing should be party to rob-
bing a Government is almost, I contend,
deyond the bounds of possibility. And
last of all there is our Agert General.
He is a man who was considered by a
Liberal Covernment fit to perform the
duty of proteeting the State’s interests in
London; and, after experience of him,
the present Government showed their
confidence in him by extending his term
of office. Sir Newton Moore probably
knows Hitle about ships, bat he is an
intelligent business man and would not
be capable of taking delivery of one ship
and paying the cost of two, as suggested
by AMr. Colebateh. In September last, we
recetved a eable from Sir Newton Moore
stating that he had paid over £70,000,
half the cost of the “Kangaroo.” We
were afraid he had overlocked onr in-
sirnctions ttat the vessel was to he taken
over onlv rfter trials satisfactory to Sir
John Biles. So -we cabled to him asking
why part payment of the purchase money
was necessary pending delivery of tha
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vessel, and impressing on him the neces-
sity for adopting proper safeguards for
the return of the deposit unless the vessel
was completed to the Government's satis-
faction and trials were salisfactory. The
Agent General replied as follows—
Government purchased owners’ con-
tract with builder. This involved in-
stalments considerably more (han tue
sum paid as part payment, as vesscl
had reached stage near completion be-
fore signing agreement. Condiiion of
contraet is vessel must be completed to
Government’s salisfaction and satis-
factory trial. Safeguard for return
deposit is vessel is Uovernment’s pro-
perty with only half value paid.
The amount paid by the Agent General
was £70,000. He says that as the Gov-
emmment had purchased the owners’ con-
traect, instalments considerably more than
£70,000 were due; and the vessel was not
completed at that stage—in faet, it was
not eompleted until two months ago.
Yet the sam of £70,000 represented only
a small portien, as it were, of the amount
which the. vessel would cost. Ti foilows
thaf the cost under the contract exceeded
£70,000 by a large sum, This blows to
shreds the eontention of NMr. Colchateh
that we paid £140,000 for a vesse! which
-ought to have cost not more than
£60,000, although to-day the hon. gentie-
man made a great climb-down, admitting
that probably owing to the war and other
circumstances the cost of vessels had
risen very considerably. There is no
eseape from that conelusion unless a
lying eable has been despatched to us by
the Agent General, and I do not think
Mr. Colebatch would make any such
implication. With a view to cohtaining
furlher information, I advised the Col-
onial Treasurer to send the following
cable to (he Agent General on the 19th
instant, and it was sent—
Stated in Parliament Diesel “Pana-
ma,’’ completed Copenhagen Mareh
this year, eost East Asialic Company

only £30,000 afthough mueh larger
vessel than “Kangarco.” Argued from
this approximate completed value

“Kangaroo” similar eonditions £60,000;

[COUNCIL.]

hence we are paying price two ships
for one, Asiatic Company getling one
for nothing. TUnderstand we are pur-
chasing from builders and not from
Asiatic Company. Consult Biles and
cable if that eorreet.

Sir Newton Moore, having consulted Sir

John Biles, eabled as follows—

No information available Copen-
hagen steamer. “Kangarco” con-
tracted for one year before outhreak
of war. Matter common knowledge
thal vessels contracted for previouws to

war have increased in cost from 73
per cent, to 100 per cent. “Kangaroo”
wag purchased from Harland and

Wolff divect at price which Biles con-
sidered nof excesgive at time of pur-
chase.
Then comes a reference to Bethell, Gwyn
& Co,, who are large shipping people in
London. Sir Newion Moore's cablegram
continues—

Bethell Gwyn state that if “Kangaroo”

for sale they would like first refusal at

her cost price, which they do not eon-
sider excessive at present lime.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : Hear,
That ought to settle it.

The COLONTIAI, SECRETARY: Sir
Newton Moore consulted Sir John Biles,
and even that great authority was unable
to get the informaiion which Jr. Cole-
hatell  aequired from Ihe Teraco Star.
The Agent Ceneral, however, states that
it is a matter of common knowledge that
vessels contraeted for previous (o the
war have increased from 75 to 100 per
ecent. To-day in the course of my
speech 1 read a further cahle from
the Agent General giving specifie in-
slatees to show the largely increased
cost of vessels. He tells us definitely
that the “RKangaroo” was purchased
from Harland and Wolff direct. That
means that she could not have heen and
was nol purchased from the East Asiatic
Co. And then eomes a sentence, a prez-
nant sentence, whirh should silence all
fair-minded opposition.  Belhell Gwyn
have told the Agent General that if the
“Kangarco” is for sale they would like
thie first refusal at her cost price, which

hear !
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they do not consider excessive at the pres-
ent time. Shall we sell her to Bethell
Gwyn and eclose down the Wyndham
works until onr Liberal friends get into
office, so that they may make arrange-
ments with the shipping combine on the
shipping combine’s own terms lo bring
the chilled meat to Fremantle? T have
dealt with the high cost of ships. Tt is
unquesiioned ; but for ihe owners of ships
there is a compensaling advantage.
Freights are high also. They have gone
up tremendously since the war began.
The following cable appeared in the
Paily Xeuws of Oectober 22:—

Angtralian homeward freighis arc
rising daily owing to the large Greek
and Roeumanian tonnage withdrawn and
the number of vessels commandeered for
the Dardanelles. As much as 90s. per
ton has been offered, with no takers re-
sulting, Another diifienlty is that the
nse of ships for the Australian trade
would prevent them from bringing three
times the amount of foodstuffs from
America in the same period.

Here it is staled that 90s. a ton has been
offered for steamers to bring goods from
London to Australia with no takers. Tre-
vious to the war the figure was not more
than £2. Before the war freight on wheat
was about 33s. a ton. In some cases it
was even less, To-day it is £4 3s. With
& new economical motor ship such as the
“Kangaroo” we should be able to satis-
factorily and substantially rediee her
eapifalisation by the time the Wyndhaa
works are finished in 1917. And, speaking
from the economical side, I wish to point
ont that the cost of fuel on the “Kan-
raroo” will be only £30 a day, as against
£41 for the “Kwinana” and £52 for the
“Western Australia.” In addition, as has
heen pointed out hy some speakers, there
will be no necessity to carry firemen, and
that will mean a biz saving and a relief
to a great extent if my experience counts
for anything. High freights must con-
tinue for a considerable period afier the
war. There has been a great destruction
of mercaniile vessels, and it will take some
time to replace them. The companies

which are building ships now at greatly
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added expenditure must get their capitali-
sation down to normal, Mr. Colebaich
informed the House that insurance com-
panies were chary about insuring Diesel
engines, but be did not go into details. I
am sorry he did not quote from the author-
ities in his possession. I think the hon,
mentleman has been misled by an extraet
whieh appeared in one of the local papers.
The faet is that, under existing policies,
steam engines are “free from general
average” unless occeasioned by the sbhip
stranding, sinking, or being burnt in col-
lisions, Preakdowns of machinery are
not insured. I hope the hon. member is
salisfied. Ile does not say so, conse-
quently I must submit further evidenee.
The proof of the pudding however, lies
in the eating, and an ounce of practical
experience is worth a ton of theory in
matters of this kind. I am in a position
to inform 3Mr. Colehateh and, through him,
the gentleman who supplied him with the
information, that the "Kangaroo” bhas
been insured for twelve months at a rate
of one per cent. lower than that paid on
the “N2” and our other ships. So that is
anolher bogey exploded.

Hon. H. P. C(olebateh:
amount?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For
£150,000 at 3 per cent. The “N2,P the
“Western Australia” and the “Kwinana”
were insured for G per cent. The sugges-
tion by Mr. Colebateh that the Govern-
ment asked someone—and that someone
was Watson Bros.—to get their principals
in London to advise the Agent (Generat (o
recommend the “Western Australia” be
sent to England iz too preposterous to
merit maech notice. It would be courting
disaster to send thz “Western Australia”
o England for sale uniess we bad a gen-
uine recommendation that she could be
gold. Why should we want a bogus re-
ecommendation from the Agent General?
What object could it serve? None, so far
as I can ree. So fur as T can recollect I
lave never seen Walson Bros, in my life
and T doubt whether I have ever had any
communicalion wilh them, and no. olher
Minister. ever interferes with  matlers

vaay

For what
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in my Department. It is an awful re-
flection to make on Sir Newton Moore,
and what an estimate is placed on his
character to suggest that he shoukl!
be a puppet at the hands of the
present Government or any individual!
Mr. Jenkins stated that the “Kangaroeo”
could not get into the North-West poris.
If she was required to get in she eonld
do so. Her draught is 23 feet 6 inches, but
that is when she is fully loaded, when she
)5 earrying a c¢argo of 6,700 tons. To show
that the draught of a vessel is alfected
seriously by the quantity of cargo she is
earrying, I will read from the specifica-
tions of the vessel which we propose te
build, to show the effect of being fully
loaded, and the effect of being partially
loaded. The steamer which we propose
to build, and will build some day, if we
get the sanciion of Parliament, when
loaded will have a draught of 22 feet, but,
when loaded with only 1,000 tons, her
dranght will be only 16 feet. The “Kan-
garoo” would never have to carry to the
North-West a cargo of 6,700 tons. The
largest quantity that goes up there on one
trip, except it be a very speeial trip, is
1,000 tons, and with 1,000 tons the “Ian-
garoo” could go up to almost any wharf
on the North-West coast. But that vessel
is not intended for trading on the North-
West coast. She is intended to ftrade
between Fremantle and Wyndham. But
Mr. Jenkins said that there were no en-
gineers here who understood Diesel en-
gines. That is true. YWe enfered into an
arrangement to obtain the services of
engineers and th& were selected by Sir
John Biles, and it was part of the agree-
ment that these engineers shonld be pro-
vided by Harland and Wolff, and to ihe
satisfaction of Sir John Biles. Mr. Jen-
kins also stated that the £55,000 is not
required, and that no new steamer is re-
quired, even though the purchase of the
“Kanrarpo” should be sapctioned. T again
wish o impress upon hon. members that
the “Kangaroo” is not interded fo trade
permanently beiween  Fremantle and
Wyndham, but will only take on the work
until the new steamer is built, that is, the
new steamer for which the £55,000 ap-

[COUNCIL.]

pearing in the Loan Bill is required.
When the new steamer is built she will
take up the running along the North-
West coast as far as Wyndham, and bring
down noi only passengers but also 700
carcases of chilled meat, 300 head of live
stock, and do generally what the “N 2
and the “Western Australia” have been
doing in the past, except that she will be
able to earvy chilled meat as well.  So
that it will be impossible to carry on the
Wyndham freezing works suecessfully un-
less we have these Lwo ships, beeause we
shall not be able to engage in the expork
trade, Mr. Jenkins also raised the gues-
tion of the success of the Dicsel engines.
I have a quantity of information which I
intended lo read io ithe House, buf ile
question has nob heen seriously raised in
Lhis debate as to the suceess or failure of
Diesel engines. I could give several ex-
amples of the sueccess of these engines,
and counld sliow that the East Asialie Co.
arve disposing of their steamboats and are
going in almost exelusively for Diesel-
engined boats. It seems to me to be un-
necessary to read extracts from these
papers, because I think most members are
convineed that the Diesel engine has heen
proved successful in every way. In fact,
if we may rely upon the Tezaco Star
there has never been such an invention
for the benefit of givilisalion as the Diesel
engine.  The “Panama,” to whieh M.
Colebateh referred, and which he stated
in effect was a sister ship of the “Kan-
garod,” is the last word in modern ship-
building. Ar. Lynn asked for an assur-
ance that no ship will be built or pur-
chased in the future without the con-
sent of Parliament. That assurance was
given by the Premier in another place,
and I repeat it here, that, before we take
any action, if this Loan Bill is passed,
we will submit the proposal in the Loan
Estimates and act on the judgment of
Parliament.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Will not that be
time enough without borrowing now?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We
should have to bring down another Loan
Bill. T snggest that the itern Be retained.
There is no possibility of the mdney be-
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ing utilised until we Lriug down ibe T.oan
Estimales. We have given an assurance
and we shall respect that assnrance. Now
let us look back to the early part of this
year when the last Loan Bill was sub-
mitted 1o 1kis House. In that Bill there
was an item of £200,000 for freezing
works at Wyndham. No item in a Loan
Bill ever met wilh sueh a warm-hearted
reception in this Chamber. The oaly jar-
ving notes souaded fell from political
friends of mine, Mr. Cornell and Afr. Kir-
wan. This House had been for years ask-
ing for freezing works at Wyndham and
asking in vain.  Mr. Holmes sapported
the item in a speech such as he only counld
deliver on such a question. Mr. MeLarty
wans overwhelming wilth gratitude. He
said— }
I am satisfied this undertaking will
be ap; roved by ¢he publie generally and
the day will come when the people will
regard it as wise expendifure and will
feel grateful for the supplies thus pro-
vided.
It even received {he support of Mr. Kings-
will. e =zaid he was not in favour of a
~blic Eutility like the State Brickworks,
bul be was in favour of a Stale ulility
like the State frdezing works.  Those
were (he views of Mr, Kingsmill so re-
cently as March last when that Loan Bill
was submilled to the House. e was
arairst the State brickworks; they were
a public futility. He was in favour of
Sta'e freezing works; they were a public
mijtity, In my reply to the speeches on
that occasion I assured the Honse that
*¢ Government, havinz put their kand
n ihe vlongh, would not look back, and
rvervihing that has ocewrred since has
justified my assurance, Indeed, the Gov-
ernment have been so anxious to push the
plough forward ibat tbey have stumbled
against a heap of trouble in connection
with thece very same works, Having comn-
- itted themeelves to the works, having
vnreazed the maferial reouired and hav-
irg made a commenc:ment with the eon-
struelion, it was time to consicer the ques-
iton of the means bv whirh the produst
nf these works cowld ba brought down.
The nosition cave the Government some

anxiety whicn was religved “when thd offer -
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of ihe “Kangarco” came along. I have
already explained that the eondifions of
the offer were such that the offer eould
not be made public. It was a question of
accepting it or turning it down, and ile
Government aceepted it, fully believing
there would be scarcely a dissenting voice
in this House at any rate, when the object
of the purchase was clearly understood.
In fact, we helieved ibat it would receive
stironger support here than elsewhere.
MThat was my opinion and it was the
opinion of the Government. The consti-
tutional aspect of the question I do not
propose to discuss. In a matter of sach
magnitude as this, Parliament shourld be
consulted unless the urgency and necessity
for the expenditure are such as the mem-
bers of both Houses are likely to recog-
nise.  Members must recognise the ur-
geney and necessity for embracing the
opportunity to secure this vessel. Would
it be safe in these times when there is
absolutely no prospect of having ships
built, would it be wise or prudent to go
on with the eonstruction of the Wyndham
freezing works faced with the prospeet of
having to loek the doors and cease opera-
tions beecause of the absence of facili-
ties to take the product to market. Aec-
cording to hon. members, the only way
out of the difficulty would be to approach
the shipping combine and pay them what
they liked to ask, bnt this would not be
in the interests of the producer or the
consumer, and these works are being
erected to conserve the interests of the
producers in the Kimberley district
and the consumers in the metropol-
itan area and other portions of the
State in easy touech with the metropol-
itan area, Not a member who has
spoken offered a practical suggestion as
to what he wonld do, or what should have
been done in the circumstances. The one
ery appears to be, ‘*Why did you ap-
proach Parliament?” when it must be
evident and palpable to all that it was
impaossible for us to do so wilhout heing
zuilly of a hreach of faith. Mr. Kings-
mill interjected, “The Government shonld
not touch bnsiness of that character.” The
reply is, “We would not have tonched it if
‘there had Teen any prospect of any- ather



2634

satisfactory business offering or likely to
utfer”

Ron. W. Kingsmill: It is all of the
same character.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Proof of that is afiorded by the Agent
General’s cable that Bethel Gwyn are
prepared to buy the ship from us at what
il eost -us.

Hon. ¥. Connor: No, ilhey asked for
the opiion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
also said they would be prepared to buy
at what 1t eost us.

Hon. F. Connor: They simply asked
for the option.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1
will read the cable again. It states—

Bethel Gwyn state that if “Kang-

“areo” for sale they would like firs; re-

fusal at her cost, a price which they

do not consider excessive at present
time.

Hon., F. GConnor: They simply asked
" for an oplion.
~ Thke COLONTAL SECRETARY: That

is an indication that they are prepared
to buy it.

Hon. F. Connor: No.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
“INangaroo” could lave been bought by
excessing the Wyndham Freesing Works
vole as it is certainly part of the equip-
ment of the works; in faet, it is a most
vital part of the equipment of the works.
But ihat would look as thongh we feared
to submit {he matter specifically to Par-
liament and we had no such fear. I trust
that we have not miscalenlated. T trust
that a majority of the members of this
House “will not be swayed by party pre-
judices, but that they will look at the
maifer in a proper light. Even the tem-
porary holding up of the item or an at-
tempt at ils reduction must discourage
Ihe Government in their determination to
get the freezing works erected al the ear-
iiest possible date. Perhaps some fleet-
ing pleasure might be derived by some
members from a temporary rebuff given
io the Government, hut to my mind the
members of the Legislative Couneil would
place themselves on ‘a higher pedestal if,

':'j Zinstepd “of ‘ddopting -an’ aftitude which

[COUNCIL.]

would censure the Government, they
passed the Bill as it stands and thus en-
evuraged the Government in their efforts
o expeditiously conclude the operalions
of erecting the freezing works at Wynd-
ham.

Hon. W. Patrick: Are the Federal

Governinent buying sleamers for 1their
works?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

hope members will give this matter eool,
calm, eareful and uaprejudiced consider-
ation, and if they turn down the proposal
I would very much Jike to kmow what
they expeet us to do. Do fhey wish us
to eontinue with the eonsiruction of these
works, or do they wish us to close them
down? When the Loan Bill was before
{le House last Mareh, the proposal for
freczing works at Wyndham wag enthu-
siaslically received. As I have already
stated, no Bill mel with such a reception
in tius Chamber as ihe Loan Bill which
gave aulhorily for the raising of money
for ihe bhwilding of freezing works at
Wyndham, and when we atlempt to pro-
vide the machinery necescary for operal-
ing those works, after we have secured
the waterini and started the construetion
of the works and obtained & ship to en-
able ug to bring the produece dewn, there
appears to be great oppoesilion and yet
not one sensible or wise suggestion as fo
what should have been done in the eir-
enisiances except the cry lhat we aected
without the approval of Parliament,
though T have proved up to-the hilt that
the ,matfter eonld not he submilled to
Parliament and that, if we had missed the
opportunity to seeure this ship, we would
have heen compelled in the interests of
the State to cease carrying on the con-
sgtruetion of those works.
Question puf and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. W, Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colenial Seeretnry in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.

Schedule 1:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T understand
that the amount of £20,000 here se
down is - for the new extension of
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the Bolgart railway, the Bill for which
was reeently passed. 1 would poiul vui,
however, that there has been no construe-
lion on this line for some time past and
that the men who were employed on it
have now been taken off. The settlers
bave been anticipating for a long fime
pust that they would have a railway upon
whielt they eould carry their produce,
amd now fear that it will not come in
lime {or the present season. Is {bere
auy likelihood of the work being put in
progress at once and continued right
through wiihout further stoppage?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
only items appeuaring here are urgent
iiems, and the Bolgart extension is one
of these. Everything will depend upon
whether we shall be able to raise the
necessary money or not. We want au-
thority io raise the money, but it is an-
other question to get it. I have not been
supplied with any information on this
particular item.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Could not
the Colonial Secreinry give the necessary
information at the next sitting of the
House?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: On
Thursday evening lasl I invited members
lo bring any matters under my nolice
upon which they desired information in
regard fo this Bill. Many hon. members
toul advantage of this, and T have heen
able to gather a considerable amount of
information for them. In Llis case [ was
not asked to get informalion, but will be
glad (o do so for ihe hon. member.

Hon, F. CONNOR: What dges the
item, PPerih-Fremantle, Cottesloe devia-
tion, £30,000, mean? Upon what is it in-
tended to spend this money?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1
have not the information to enable me to
answer the hon. member., T heard the hon.
gentleman tell his colleague that he knew
all about it. Tf he does not know all ahout
it he should have given me notice and I
would have secured what information 1
could get concerning the matter.

Hon. F, CONNOR: If T knew all about
the maiter T would know more than the
Colonial Secrefary, who knows nothing
about it. Wbat I did say was that [
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knew what ibe route of the proposed de-
viation was supposed to be, but I want
to know how this money is proposed fo
be spent. I am not objecling to the item
but am ounly seeking informalion. 1f the
Colonial Secretary has not the informa-
tion to give me why does he not postpone
further consideration of the Bill and ob-
tain the informaiton?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is an unfair atiiiude for members to take
up. I have already stated that T am
prepared to get any information re-
quired if members will only zive me
notice. In all my long conneclion with
Parliament I have never known of the
leader of the House heing eross-examined
about items without members having
first given him notice of the information
which they wanted. When making stale-
ments upon these items 1 prefer to have
all the particulars supplied heforehand
from ihe various departments so that any
information I may give may be strietly
accurate, If members desire to postpone
this scledule, I am only too willing to do
0.

Hon. F. CONNOR: I only asked the
Colonial Secretary a simple question. 1
want to know how this money is to be
spent. TIn reply le has endeavoured to
side-track the matter by poliiically abus-
mng me. He should not endeavonr fo
blulf me in this way,

The CHAIRMAXN: The lhon. member
must not use the word “bluff.”

Hon. F. CONXNOR: Very well, Sir,
but T am not going to be side-tracked by
being told that I had informed my col-
league that I knew all about it. T said
that I knew ahont the route. Is this Com-
miitee going to give authority to this
Government, whieh have made such a
mess, and will continue to moke a mess
of things at Ure expense of this couniry,
to spend this money, until we know why
it is to be spent?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The atlitude
taken up by ihe Colonial Secretary is a
fair and reasonable one. He cannot be
expected to have all the information con-
cerning these items at his fingers’ ends.
Many members of this Chamber know
ihat a bridge is to be constructed across
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the Swan river somewhere in the vieinity
of Rocky Bay, and that a deviation of
the line is to take place at a point near
the Cottesloe railway station in order to
connect that bridge with the other side of
the river. To earry ont this objeet there
must he large resumptions of land and
somewhere about £30,000 will be neces-
sary in order to make these resumptions.
The hon. Mr. Connor must know the pur-
poses for whieh this money is intended.

Hon. F. Connor: All resumptions were
paid for under the James Government.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
remarks of Mr. Holmes have brought to
my mind what the heading, which ap-
pears here, failed to do. I now know
that this ifem has to do wilh the new
railway bridge at Rocky Bay. The pre-
sent bridge will require, perhaps, con-
siderable repair work dene upon it, and
probably cannol be repaired as effect-
ively as eould be desired, It has conse-
guently been decided to build a bridge at
another point on the Swan river, and a
starl has already been made in the diree-
tion eof testing the river. As a conse-
quence of the construclion of this new
bridge, it will be necessary fo make a
deviation of ihe line from Collesloe, and
this money is intended to cover the cost.

Hon. ¥. CONNOR: How is it pro-
posed to spend the amount of £40,000
under the item Esperance-Northwards,
and for what purpose?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : This
is in connection with the Esperance rail-
way which was sanctioned by Parliament
some little lime ago.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1 ecan
endorse what has been said to the effect
that the Colonial Secretary invited mem-
bers to ask for any information they de-
sired upon these items. I asked for some
informalion myself and have to thank
him for the particulars which he gave
me, althongh in some instances the re-
rlies are not altogether satisfaclory. This
is parlicularly so in connection with the
State fish supply, but as the additional
vote is only a small one it is perhaps
just as well to let the matter go so that
we can see what the Government will
actually make out of the concern. On the

[COUNCIL.]

item for steamships I move an amend
ment—

That in the item “Steamskips” the
figures “E2000007 be struck out, anc
“L5,0007 inseried in leu,

My renson for submitting my amendmen
in that form is that some members of
the Commitiee have indiealed their in.
lention of voting for the item so far as
it is required to purchase the “Kan.
garoo,” buat have sigoified their disap-
proval of the purchase of further ships
The amendmen{ being moved in this
form, it will be eompetent for those hon
members {o vote for the striking out of
the amount of £200,000 and then to sug-
gest what amount should take its place
The statement of the Colonial Secretary
to-day has entirely removed from my
mind any doubt or misgivings I mighi
liave enterlained as to the course I ought
to pursue and to ask hon. members tg
pursiue, The only doubt I had was as tc
what wounld happen if the iltem were
strugk out, the Government having un-
dertaken to purchase the ship “Kan.
garoe” and apparently having paid for
it. From the Colonial Seecreiary's state-
ment it is evident ihat nothing serious
would ensue lecause there is another firm
of the highest repute anxious to take
over the ship or buy her from the Gov-
ernment. Then why should there be ary
hesitation 1n  knocking the item outf
Kven if the Covernment cannot sell her,
the Colonial Sceretary tells ns she is in-
sured for £150,000, and, as ithe gentleman
in the old-clothes shop said, “Vy not?”
The Colomal Secretary persists in slan-
dering the lrade journal issued, as T have
told him belore, by one of the largest
oil compnnies in the world, a company
with a capital of about seven million
sterling. In order to support his atiack
upon this reputable trade journal, le
quotes a number of extracts from ofher
journals which he deseribes as disreput-
able. It would be just as reasonable if I,
in attacking the Geraldton Erpress, were
{o quote in support of my attack the
misdeeds of the TVest .lustralian and
the Sunday Limes. Nothing lhat the Col-
onial Secretary has said has disturbed
my belief that the “Panama,” a bigger
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vessel than the “Kangarco,” has cost only
£33,000. The Colonial Secretary econ-
tends that the difference in capacity of
the two vessels is not so large as T have
suggested. The hon. gentleman,
ever, does not deny, bui practically ad-
mils, that the superior boat—superior,
let us say for the sake of argument, by
only ten per cent.—may have been built
for £83,000. 1f that is the case, are the
Government justified in embarking on an
entirely new enterprise, this overseas
shipping, without the authority of Par-
liament, and, in order to do so, buying
for £140,000 a ship that in times of peace
would not be weorth half that amount of
money ! The Colonial Seerclary told us
that ihe Government had been infoymed
that the *Western Australia® if sent
Home now, might be sold for £60,000 or
£70,000, winlst if they waited a year she
would be worlh perhaps only £22,000.
Could there be a stronger argument in
favour of the proposition I put forward?
Assume that the “Kangaroo” is now
worth £140,000. Wait a year or two, and
she will not, on this reasoning, be worth
more than £70,000. Mr, Millington said
that rather than attack the Siate Steam-
ship Service at this juncture we should
have attacked it when it was initiated.
The hon. member was not in ihe House
at that time, or he would reecollect that
it was during vecess, while Parliument
was not sitting, that the CGovernment
took upon themselves to initiate the State
Steamship Service. The first thing this
House did after assembing was to pass
an amendment to the Address-in-reply
expressing its disapproval of the
Government’s action in starting the
State Steamship Servicee So  there
is nothing in Mr.  Millingtons con-
tention. Statements have been made that
we are adopting the same attitude as the
House of Lords once assumed in denying
the House of Commons the right to con-
trol the public purse. My contention is
that the Government have taken the con-
trol of the public purse out of the hands
of the Legislative Assembly, out of the
hands of the representatives of the peo-
ple, and are doing all these things off
their own bat without eonsulting anyone.

how-
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We are told to-day that the sum of
£140,000 has been paid to Harland and
Wolff direct. On Thursday last we were
told by the Colonial Secretary—and this
appears in Hanserd—that the money
wag paid to the East Asiatic Company.

The Colonial Secretary: I said the eon-
tract was made with Harland and Wolff.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Col-
onial Secretary said the money was paid
to the East Asiatic Company.

The Colonial Secretary: That was in
reply to a statement of yours.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The state-
ment is in Hansard. When we remember
that although Harland and Wolff built
the hul} of the boat they did not provide
any of the machinery, it seems obvious
that the actual cost of construction may
not have been fnally determined by Har-
land and Wolff.

Hon. J. Cornell: Be fair. Harland and
Wollf do not consiruet marine engines,

Haon, . P. COLEBATCH: There is
nothing unfair in what I say. The fact
that Harland and Wolff did not build the
machinery, which represents a very large
proportion of the cost, shows that they
cannot have entirely determined the cost
of the vessel. T am told that T am casting
reflections on Sir Newton Moore because
of my refrences 1o a cablegram to him in
regard to the sending home of the “West-
ern Australia” The Colonial Secretary -
says that no Minster except himself inter-
feres in the State Steamship Service. I
would like the Colonial Secretary o read
the extract from the evidence given before
the select committee on the Wyndham
Freezing Works, regarding a cablegram
despatched by Watson Bros, of Freman-
tle, to a ship broker in London. The Gov-
ernment had cabled to Sir Newton Moore
asking him to obtain that broker’s advice
as to whether or not the “Western Aus-
tralia” should be sent Home for sale.
Watson Bros. sent a telegram to the same
broker inferming him that the Govern-
ment had asked Sir Newton Moore to get
his advice and also stating that the auth-
orities here were anxious that the “West-
ern Aunstralia” should be sent Home.
The Colonial Secretary says it is an insnlt
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to Sir Newton Moore that a cablegram
of that kind should have been sent, But,
if Watson Bros, sent the cablegram olf
their own bat, why did the Government
pay for it? A copy of the cablegram
was handed over to the Government, and
the Government paid the cost of trans-
mission. 1 have made no reflection on Sir
Newton Moove, but have simply stated
what the files diselose. So far we have
had no explanation from the Ileader
of the House as to why that ecable-
rama was sent. Certain members have
said that it is too late for us to object
to the purchase of the “Kangaroo.” Have
we had any previous opportunity of ob-
jeeting? We bave to object now or never.
If we pass the item at the present time,
we make ourselves parties to the purchase
of the “Kangaroo” for £140,000. Some
members have szaid that they are not
going to take upon themselves the respon-
sibility of voting against the payment.
Let me say that we cannot dodge our re-
sponsibility. We have to take responsi-
bilify one way or the other. We have to
lake the responsibility of approving or
of disapproving of the purchase. So far
as I am concerned I have no hesitation
whatever in disapproving of it.

Hen. J. F. CULLEN: I recogmise, of
- course, that the position is a very serious
one. I think it should be considered a
liitle more fully and that the forther dis-
cussion should be adjonrned to the next
sitting. No loss of time will be involved,
because another place, I understand, is
wailing for, some information on the
Land Bill—a Bill which muost be passed
before the Appropriation Bill can he
pased. Both Parliament and the Gov-
ernment are pledged to the eountry that
that Bill shall be passed. Accordingly, T
intend to move that progress be reported.

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member,
having spoken, cannot move that progress
be reported.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH: I move—

That progress be reported.
Motion passed.

[COUNCIL.]

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read assenling to the following
Bills :—

1, General Loan and Inscribed Stock
Aet.

2, Weights and Measures.

3, Vermin Boards Aet Amendment.

4, Mines Regulation Act Amendment,

5, Perth Municipal Gas and Electrie
Lighting Act Amendment.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.

Message received from the Legislative
Asgsembly nofifying that the Council's
amendments had been agreed to.

BILL — LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MENT CONTINUANCE.

Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
as follows:—“The Legislative Assembly
acquaints the Legislative Council that it
sees ho reason for departing from the
decision already conveyed in DMessage
No. 28. The Legislative Assembly still
holds to the opinion that the amendments
made by the Legislative Council to ‘The
Licensing Act Amendment Continvnance
Bill’ are not within the Standing Orders
of the Legislative Assembly; but are, in
the opinion of this House, contrary to
Parliamentary practice in this State and
the British House of Commons. The
numbered paragraphs of Message No. 27
have no bearing on the guestion inasmuch
as No. 1 does not appear to he supported
hy faet, and No. 2 refers to a Bill of
ancther cbaracter, since the measure
amended was itself an amending Bill as
declared by its title and subject-matter,
and the amendments made thereto were
relevant to the subject-maiter thereof.”

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[8.50] : Hon. members will recollect that
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the Message with whieh we are now deal-
ing is in answer to a Message of ours in
rclation to this Biil, which was sent to
the Assembly on the 28th Oetober. It
is now the 23rd November. I understand
we have been accused in other places
of delay in dealing with this Biil. Here
we have an insianee of how we bave been
hanging up legislation. We sent a
Message to the Legislative Assembly
which, if they had been in earnest, should
have heen dealt with as quickly as pos-
sible after the 28th October, and we re-
ceive a reply to it only last Thursday.
There is another insiance of the mis-
represenlaiion which takes place ontside
this Chamber in regard to the actions of
the Chamber iiself. With reference lv
the Message, I do not suppose we can do
very much. Things have reached almost
an impasse. The Legislative Assembly
have disagreed totally on a matter, not
of fact, hut of opinion, with the opinion
expressed by this House in the Message
sent on the 28th Qctober. I propose,
therefore, to move—

That the following Message be sent
to the Legislative Assembly —“That
the Legislative Couneil acquainls the
Legislative Assembly in answer lo its
Messune No. 39 that is sees no reason
to aller the opinions expressed in ils
Message No, 27 sent lo the Legislalive
Assembly on November 2nd, which
opinions are as follows:—The Legisla-
tive Council sees ne reason io depart
from the procedure it Ras adopted in
amending that Bill, as the amendments
are, in ils opinion, relevant to lhe
subject-matter of the Bill, as required
by its Standing Order 193, and the
title of the Bill has been amended to
the ezlent required under Standing
Order 198, and so reporied. The
Council further claims that, as the case
is fully dealt with under its Standing
Orders, there is mo necessity to seek
other authorities, but would point out
in answer to the conlention that the
proeedvre on Expiring Laws Continu-
ance Rills 7s violated by the course
adopted by the Counecil:—(1) That
there is no analogy belween an Ezx-

piring Law Continuance Bill, as pre-
sented Lo the British Parliament (which
re-enacls several ezpiring Adcts, sel
forth in a Schedule to the Bill), and
the Bill now wunder consideration.
(2) That if such analogy existed, pre-
cedent is afforded even during the
present session for the course adopted,
as a 'Bill to amend and continue the
operation of the Roads Aet, 19117
was considered (and amended) by
both Houses without prolest or demur,
For the nbove reasons, the Legislative
Council requests the Legislative As-
sembly to consider its amendmemls in
this Bill on the respective merits of
such amendments.”

That guestion was put and passed. I
do not know that it is necessary for me
to reiterate the arguments 1 used then.
The difference mainly oeceurs in ihe sub-
Jjeet matter of the Bill in question. It is
undoubtedly the regulation of the sale of
Hquor in Weslern Australia, and that
being so, any amendment relative to that
subject can be introduced in this Bill.
The Legislative Assembly, it appears to
me, has faken a most narrow and re-
stricted view of the matler in question,
and I do not think for a moment that
their position is a tenable one. Lach House
however is master of ils own destinies and
the constructor of ils own legislative
opinions, and, lhat being so, they differ
with ours, and we differ with theirs, so
that there is nothing left but to agree to
differ. For that reason I propose to
move that the Message which T have rearl
be sent. It may be urged by some hon.
memhers that this means that the Bill
will be dropped. So far as I am con-
cerned T do not wish that to take place,
and if any hom, member desires to move
an amendment to provide that the Bill
shall not be dropped, but that a wa
media shall be taken between the iwo
courses, I shall he willing o acecept it.
Personally I feel it incumbent on me to
move the Message which I have read for
I see no reason to depart from the posi-
tion I have taken up. It seems as if it
were one of political life's litlle ironies
that T should have to defend a posi-
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tion of my own choosing. On the occa-
sion of the first discussion, T suggested
ihe amendment we are now dealing with,
and which the Assembly will not deal
with on iis merits would better come
in  the Licensing Aet Amendment
Bill which are about to con-
sider ir a few minutes. 1 understand in
deference to the wishes of the very people
who are making ihe most awful accusa-
tions against this House about delays,
those amendmenis were not moved in the
Bill T allude to, but in this Bill pow
under discussion, and it is a most peculiar
thing that I should be ealled upon to de-
fend a position not of my own choosing,
but indeed which was deprecated by my-
self at the time,

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [8.55): I will be guided to
a great extent by the experience of the
lon. member who has just spoken. The
hon. memher has told us that his adviece
was not taken and I greally regret that.
So far as the public are concerned they
are the people primarily interested, and
it will puzzle them to understand tlhe
position we find ourselves in now. We
should have passed the Confinnance Bill
and then bad a discussion on the Ljeens-
ng Bill,

Hon. A, J. H. SAW (Mectropolilan-
Suburban) [8.5G]: As a young politician
I would he glad if a via media were found
by some hon. member. This undonbtedly
is an exiremely important Bill, and 1
should be sorry to see it lost. It may be
that many of our alien enemies, having
been interned, there may not be the great
urgency for the measure that there was
for it when it was first introdnced, but
Ihis Bill gives the. Government great
powers which up o the present they have
been disinclined 1o use. T believe the
power exists to close hotels at certain
times when fransporis are in port, but,
np to the present {ime, the Government
have not been inclined to exereise it. For
ihat reason I should be sorry to see the
Bill go out, and I hope that by a wia
media we may see our way out of the
difficulty.

we

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (Liast)
[8.58]: I entirely agree with the aititnde
Mr. Iingsmill has taken. I have not the
slightest doubt, in my mind, that he is
abselutely right, and that there is neo
excuse for the Assembly to refuse to con-
sider our message. AL the same time, T
am in aceord with the opinions expressed
by olher hon. members, that it is really
essential that this Bill should pass. And
tn view of the fact that another oppor-
tunity will present itself of giving the
Legislative Assembly a echance to say
whether or not it will be taken, I bex to
move the following addition to the motion
submitied by Mv. Kingsmill :—

And i view of the desire of the
Legislative Council to conlinue the
powers enjoyed by the Government
under the Licensing slet Amendment
B, 1914, the Council no longer
presses its amendment to the Licensing
Act  Amendment Continuance Rill,
1915.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[9.07: I supnorl the amendment. The
powers provided under the cmergency
Act must be continued, though we hope
there will not be any great need for their
exereise. The fact that another place has
unnecessarily raised diffieulties need not
be serwwsly considered. This House is
surely old enough and wise enough and
large-minded enough to deeide upon its
own eourse of acfion.

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. Mr.
Kingsmill accept the addition of the
words proposed by the hon. Mr., Cole-
batch?

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Yes.

The PRESIDENT: Then T shali put
the motion and the additional words as
one.

Question put and passed.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION (No. 2).
Second Reading.
Diebate resumed from the 1Sth Novem-
ber.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) {9.2]:
Having fajled to persuade the Govern-
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ment to take the respousibility of fixing
the hours under the Licensing Aet Con-
tingunce Bill, we shonld endeavonr to got
the hours fixed under this Bill. To take
a referendum next May as has been sug-
gested would mean postponing the maiter
for six months. I can see no reason why
the Giovernment should wed themselves to
taking a referendom on the oceasion of
the Couneil elections, seeing that the
Council rolls do not embrace the whole of
the electors of the State. Au increased
number of polling booths would be neces-
sary, and as much expense would be in-
volved as by taking a referendum almost
immediately. Tf a referendum is to be
talken there should be no delay. If ihe
Government wish {o expend woney at »
time when there is little to spare, and if
they are inelined 1o expend il on taking
a referendum, there is no reasen why it
should be postponed until next May, It
shonld be taken in December or January.
The suggestion that the hours for trad-
ing should be 9 am. to 9 p.m. was most
reatonable. It would have suited the
whole of the people, it would have come
into operation immediately, and if any
benefils are to acerue to the ecommunity
hy restricling the {rading hours of hotels,
the héurs of 9 a.m. to 9 p.m,, represent-
ing, as they do, a reduction of three
hours in the morning and two hours at
night, a total of five hours for the day,
formed a very reasonable proposition. T
am surprised 1the Government did not ac-
eept it and I am more than surprised that
the advoeales of reduction did not aeccept
it also. I was glad that this debate was
postponed so that the arguments of the
temperance people at their meeling in
Perth on Thureday lasl. could be made
known, but 1 am at a loss to nnderstand
the atlitnde of the people; they seem
so eager for a referendum on the ques-
tion. I do not favour the referendum
because the division of the Stale into dis
triets would lead to confusion. This dis-
triet systewn would probably resnlt in one
closing hour applying to hotels on one
gide of = street, and another hour fo
hotels on the opposite side of the same
street. ‘The hours of 9 am. to 9 pm.
should satisfy all parties and I hope
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some member will move to incorporate
them in this Bill. A curtailment of tihe
hours of lolel trading during war time
might prove beneficial.  The morning
hours of trading are possibly of more im-
portanee than the night hours, but the
Bill makes no provision for consulting the
electors in regard to the morning hours,
and hotels would still open at 6 am. I
move about the country a good deal, and
I am safisfied it is unnecessary {c open
hotels at 6 a.m. The Government should
have considered this point. If a referen-
dum is to he taken, it should be taken
immediately, seeing that the Bill is a war
emergency measare. The Government
are merely pandering to some cry to take
a referendum in May next at great ex-
pense to the State, irrespective of
whether it will be of any use.

Hon. A. G, JENKINS (Metropolitan)
[9.10]: Every member must he glad that
the debate was adjourned from last week
so that the House might have before it
the views expressed by certain speakers
at the so-ralled temjperance demonstra-
tion held in Perth on Thursday last. Ap-
parenily that meeting was taken posses-
sion of by what might be termed the ex-
tremist wing of the Temperanee Allianee,
and the moderate people—there are mod-
erate people in the Alliance—do not seem
to have been given a hearing at all. Not-
withstanding anylhing said to the eon-
{rary, that meeting to my mind was es-
senlially a party meeting. It was a meet-
ing simply to boost the Labour party,
and make na cockshy of the Legislative
Couneil.  That has apparently always
heen the policy of the extremist section
of the Temperance party. One has only
to read their paper. They never have
anything good to say of the Liberal
parly. Everything the Labour party do
is eorrect, and they are more exireme in
their support of the Labour party than
the Labour paper, the Worker. The
leader of that meeting reviled the Legis-
lative Couneil for no. apparent reason
whatever, and the reproof administered
by Dr. Saw was well deserved. I hope
that, at the adjourned meeting, the speak-
ers will show themselves conversant with
the facts.
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Hon, J. Cornell: That is not one of
their characteristies.

Hon. A. G, JENKINS: It is evident
that at that meeling most of the speakers
did not state faets. I had prepared for
my speech for this evening a speech on
practically the same lines as Dr. Saw
followed in his letter to the TWest Aus-
tralian a conple of days ago, and I will
commend the ladies and gentlemen who
are supporting tlis temperance move-
ment so strongly to closely study that
letter and then show at the adjourned
meeting how this House has been respon-
sible for one hour’s delay in the consid-
eration of this question. There has been
no delay with us at all. If there has been
any delay, it undouhtedly rests with an-
other place. This House dealt with this
question immediately it was put before
us on each oceasion. We have alwavs
considered the Bills and sent them back
promptly to another place with our
amendmenis and, without in any way
attempting to cast reflections, T maintain
that, if there have been any delays, the
Council has not heen responsible for
them. I do not give the Government the
credit for the same amount of sincerity
on this question as the extreme temper-
ance party appear to give them. I heard
a prominent member of the Government
stafe openly on many oceasions that he is
a strong suprorter of Suuday trading,
and that he believes in the opening of
hotels on Sunday. I have already heard
the same gentleman express the opimion
that he is not going to be a party at any
time to depriving the working man of
his beer. I am not prepared to assume
that that gentleman is strongly in favour
of any temperance reform. I suppose
the greatest evil which affects the tem-
perance question to-day is that of Sun-
dav traffic in liquor.

Hon. J. Cornell:
Sunday hours,

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: Every mem-
ber is entilled to his own opinion,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Tt ig what we
used to think,

Hon, A. G. JENKINS: Yes. T am
strongly of ihe opinion that Sunday
drinking is one of the greafest evils con-

I am in favour of

[COUNCIL.]

nected with the femperance guestion {o-
day. DBefore referring to the Bill itself
and the few questions which struck me
coneerning it, I wonld like to call atten-
fion to one or two of the speeches which
were made at the meeting I have referred
to, and to show the speakers there how
enlirely wrong they were in the state-
ments they put forward. I can hardly be-
lieve that sueh ineorrect stalemenis were
made deliberately. I ean only assume
that they were made as the result of an
incorrect knowledge of the facts. We will
always give precedence to the ladies. I
notice that a lady, Mrs. Cowan, made use
of these words—-

Temperance reformers have been
wrongly treated.  The TUpper House
did not treat the women seriously, be-
cause the other day when they asked
to be heard at the Bar of the House
the only people of the Alliance fo be
shut out were the women.

That is gunite an incorreet statement, T
do not know from what source the lady
got her authority, and can hardly believe
that she would make suech a statement
knowingly. If she had taken the trouble
to inquire she would lLave found that
every.one of ihe pelitioners was refused
a hearing at the Bar of the House. Al-
though I presented {hese petitions, and
allhough T would gladly present any
pefition from any elector or any repre-
sentative body in my Province, 1 think
the House did quite right to refuse to
hear them. This House has heard, both by
specelies and letters of every conceivable
kind, all the information it eould pos-
sibly get from people who arve hoth for
and against this Bill. I hope lhis lady
when she addresses the next public meet-
ings, will not again make such rash as-
sertions. I am sure that this Chamber
at all times would be only too pleased
to hear the views of any representative
body on any question which might come
hefore it. The next remarks to whieh T
would eall attention were those made by
Mr. Albany Bell. T know Mr. Albany
Bell, and have found him as a rule a
fair-minded man, and one who is pre-
pared to discuss a question with one in a
fair-minded manner. Mr. Bell said this—
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Their legislators had found that
there was something wrong with the
title of the Liguur Bili. Next time the
measure would no doubt be thrown oui
because of a fly speck on the edge of
the paper.

I feel sure that Mr. Bell, if he had made
himself conversant wilh the faets of the
case, would not have made such an er-
roneous stalement. 1f the attention of
the ITouse has not been called to the flaw
in the title of the Bill, and had we gone
on wilh thal measure and passed it, its
effect would have been valueless, and the
Bill would have been declared void hy
the courls and the Government eould
not have proceeded under i, Rather
than have blamed this House 3Mr. Bell
should certainly have passed a vofe of
thanks to the Hon. My, Duffell for ealling
attention to the matter because by his ae-
tion Mr. Duffell saved the Bill from an
inglorions termination. If JMr. Bell
verifies his statements I feel sure thai
when he again addresses the meeting he
will rather give this House credit than
abuse. The extraordinary part of the
affair 1s this, What ig a vice in our
Chamber is a virtue in another place, be-
cause although the Legislative Assembly
refused to deal with certain amendmems
that we made in the Continuance Bill, be-
cause they said they were not within the
scope of the Bill, no objection was taken
at the meeting to this, and apparently in
the estimation of the speakers the As-
sembly were thought to be pursuing a
right and proper eourse. I would now
like to refer to the remarks made by Mr.
J. H. Prowse, a gentleman who occupied
a prominent position in Perth.  That
gentleman moved the adjournment of the
debate and said—

Like Messrs. Taylor, Heitmann and
E. B. Johnston, he felt inclined to pass
a eondemnalory motien against the Leg-
islative Council without submitting a
no-confidence resolution.

For what reason should he do this? Judgz-
ing from the lauzhter, which appears
to have been raised, this was thought to
have heen something witty and funny. I
do not know that the passing of sueh a
resolution would cause much perturba-
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tion on the part of any hon. member of
this Chamher, and I do not know what
grounds Mr. Prowse had for making such
a speech. If he was going to move such
a motion T should also like to kaow in
what eapacity he intended to move if,
whether as a member of the Liberal
party, as a supperter of the Labour party,
or as one of the Executive of the Coun-
try party, beeause he has been a member
of each. Perhaps he intended te move
the resolutinn as a represeniative of all
Lhree parties, and as representing the feel-
ings of the public meeting. This is not
(he sort of thing one expects from a man
oecupying a responsible position. One ex-
pecls that a man of this sort would supply
himself with faets upon which he can
rely, Last bat not least is Brigadier Al-
biston, a pentleman who became very
abusive. He was the only speaker who
resort to abuse, He said—
Do not trust the Couneil.
faith in them,
T never heard yet that any public speaker,
or any speaker at all, as a matter of fact,
could ever get anything by abuse, and 1
think the Brigadier might take these
words to heart. I understand that he
represents an organisation which has
done a great deal of good and is very
powerful in this State.
Hon. I. Cornell: And practises Chris-
tian fortitude.

Hon., A. . JENKINS: I do not sup-
pose the Brigadier will make many con-
verls hy abuse of this sort, or many con-
verls in this House by abusing its mem-
hers, He should set a better christian ex-
ample, and if he has no sound argumenls
to nse he should refrain from using any,
instead of getiing up at a public meeting
and telling the people that he does not
trust the TLegislative Council but
views it with suspicion. In refer-
ing to what has been done by the
Legislative Couneil T wounld like to
show |he lemperance people how far we
really have advanced in assisting
lhem in their endeavour {o lessen the
drinking evil during the period of this
war. When we refer to the FEastern
States, we find the following position:—

He bad no
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In Queensland they have done nothing,
and in Tasmania T believe they have also
done nothing. In Vietoria they have
fixed the closing hours at 9.30 pm. In
New South Wales they are going to fix
ithe closing hours at 10 o'clock. They did
snggest 9 o'clock, but on a subsequent
divison 10 o’clock was decided upon.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:. In Parliament?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Yes, in Parlia-
ment, There was no referendum. The
position in South Australia is quite dif-
ferent. A Bill has been introduced there
for the fixing of the closing hour at 6
o'clock, after a referendnm. But that
refrendum was taken in South Australia
in pursuance of their original Licensing
Act which was passed many years ago.
It happened that the poll which was to be
taken under that Bill fell due in the year
1915, and the poll had therefore to be
taken during that year. It had nothing
whatever to do with the question of war
legislation as affecting the liquor traffie.
In this State if no amendment is madein
our Licensing Bill we will take a poll in
1921 on a continuanece or reduction of
licenses.  This poll was taken in
South Anustralia
censing Aect, and, as I have said,
had nothing to do with war legisla-
tion, So far as our own legislation is
concerned, we have had the amendment
moved by Mr. Cullen against shouting.
No other State in Anstralia has advanced
in any way in that direetion, and yet this
House is held up to opprobrium, and we
are fold that we have done nothing to
counteract the evils of drink. T say that
this House has done more than any other
House in Australia to endeavour to coun-
teract these evil effects. Not only do we
get no credit for this, but we are abused
time and ilime again, not only through
certain articles that appear in a section of
the Press but at publiec meetings at fhe
hands of people who have evidently nof
made themselves conversanf with the facts.
Personally, I think that Parliament has a
right to determine this question for itself,
namely that of the closing of hotels in
war time. Parliament should be prepared
to fake the responsibility of doing this.

under fhe old Li-

[COUNCIL.]

I have no hesitation in taking my share
of the responsibility, and intend to sup-
port the hours that were moved for in
the Continuance Bill, namely, from 9 a.n.
io 8 p.m. It is all very well to say “Take
a referendum.” What is the good of
lnking a referendum in May? It is a
perfect favee to suggest it. KEvery ome
hopes that the war will be drawing to a
conelusion by next May., Why wait six
months in order to take a referendum by
a Bill which will only have a short period
of existence afterwards, when by
passing an amendment (o the present
Act we ecan next week reduce
the howrs of irading at onee? I feel
sure that moderate ypeople even in ihe
Allianee will be quite salisfied 1o aceept
the howrs of from 9 te 9. But these are
not the only things to be considered We
have the public (o eonsider und our con-
stituencies lo consider, I Eave not the
least hesitation in saying thut far and
away the large majorily of people in this
State at the present time would do any-
thing to aveid the taking of a referendum
on such a burning question as the liguor
question. They would rather see Parlia-
ment fix the hours, and fix them at once;
and 9 to 9 appears to me fo be a fair
compromise. Referendwmns lead to a lot
of ill-feeling, especially referendums on
the liguor question. That question, with
religious queslions, seems more than any-
thing else fo divide the community, Tt
would be a pily and a shame if at a time
like this we did anything that would tend
to divide the people in any way. We
musi pull together, and we will not he
pulling together if this referendum is
held. Apart from that, it would not he
fatr to hold a referendum on the ligquor
queslion on the same day as we hold any
State eleetion. -The present proposal is
to hold the referendum in May next,
when the Tecislative Councill elections
come on. That is not fair at all 1o the
men who will be standing.  The issue
will hecome confused. By somne the liquor
question will be placed in the front rank,
while from others it will receive very
seant consideration. Why should men
who are standing have to face the ordeal
of this question being thrust before them,
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and having it always there? What may
be a satisfaetory solution of lhe yueslion
to the eleclors un iie goldfelds, would
spell disaster to a candidate in a welro-
polilan or country eleciorate,  Belore
closing 1 would like again to bring under
the nolice of the temperance people what
ihis House has done in the. past as re-
gards the licensing measure which is now
the law of the land. All the prineipal
reforms in that measure were made hy
the Legislative Council. The 1911 IBiil,
as it eame here, was amended in three
important pariticulars by this Chamber--
a fact which seems gyuite lo have escaped
the notice of the temperanece reformers.
Those genllemen go to publie meetings,
aod 1 think one cannot impress upon
thems too closely that these reforms were
made by the Council. I'irst of all there is
the reduction of hours. Under the old
licensing law the elosing hour was 11.50
paa.  That time paszed ihe Assembly
and came to the Council, which fixed
the closing hour at 11 p.m. Certainly
half an hour is not much, but it was a
reforra in  the right direction. The
amendment was accepled by another
place. If the Assembly had had its will,
the closing hour would still be 11.30.
Another evil—which T suppose will con-
tinue an evil until the section in question
i1s taken right out of the liguor law-——is
that of the bona fide traveller. Under
the old law the mmimum disiance Lo con-
stitule a man a bona fide traveller was
three miles, That was how the provision
reached us from the Assembly. The
Couneil made the limit 10 miles, and sent
the c¢lause back to the Assembly. That
ilouse, after a lonz debate, reduced the
10-mile limit o five miles; and the Coun-
cil, rather than jeopardise the Bill, eom-
promised and accepied five miles. It
shows that the idea of members of the
CUnuncil at that time was to place as much
difficulty as possible in the way of peo-
ple getting drink on Sunndays; because,
after all, Sunday is practically the only
day on which the hona fide traveller
clause is availed of. Another amend-
meni made here was in connection with
the sale of liquor on river hoats, Under
the Bill as it left the Assembly, these
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hoals eonld open iheir bars meorning,
neon, and night, They bad simply to
get away from the wharf and they could
open the bars and drinking could go on
as hard as possible until the boats hung
up at the wharves again. It was well
known that under these conditions it was
not nice for a man to take his wife and
children on one of the river hoats on Sun-
day cvenings. There again the Couneil
amended the law, curtailing the powers
of the river boals to sell lignor. Threats
were made al (he time that {he boats
would stop running; at least, (hat was
indieated by one of the Fremanile mem-
hers. lMowever, the Assembly aceepled
our amendments and the boals ave still
running. Those are three reforms which
the Couneil inlrodnced into the licensing
law of this country, and Ffor which the
Council has received no credit ot all. As
T lhove said, time after lime we are
charged with being the defenders of the
lignor trade and the upholders of ihe
rights of liguor. 1 feel convinced that
nearly everv member of this Chamber is
only foo pleased and tov willing o do
anything he can to lessen the evils of
drink. I intend to support the 9 to 9
amendment, and T intend also lo support
the striking out of all the elauses re-
ferring to the referendums. I Feel sure
that 1f this House fixes the 9 lo 9 heurs,
and if those hours are agreed to by an-
olher place, they will meet with the
whole-liearted  support, svmpathy, and
approval of the great majoriiy of the
teople of this Staie.

On motion hy Hon, A, J. IT. Saw de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.27 p.m.



